Regular Meeting
Board of Adjustment

January 16, 2013 Minutes

Present:   
    Mr. Lawrence Cohen, Chair

Ms. Linda Carrington

Ms. Helen Dodick

Mr. Michael Leavy

Mr. Cary Lloyd, Vice Chair

Mr. Michael Schmidt

Mr. James Bednarz
Ms. Meredith Marcus
Mr. Brian McShane
Absent:  
None
Board Professionals Present:   
  Phil Abramson, Board Planner

David Brady, Board Attorney

James Campbell, Adm Officer

Michael Cristaldi, Board Engineer

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Cohen and read the Statement of Adequate Notice that was provided as required by the Open Public Meetings Act by written notice. Said notice was given to the Daily Record, posted on the Town of Morristown Bulletin Board, and filed with the Clerk of the Town of Morristown on January 10, 2013 and copies of this notice were mailed to all persons, complying with the regulations providing for the mailing 
of said notice at least 48 hours prior to the time of this meeting. I direct that this statement together with a copy of said notice be incorporated in to the minutes.
Roll call of members taken by Mr. Campbell as listed above.

No reports or correspondence to discuss
Swearing in of new alternate # 2 member for 2 year term by David Brady Esq.

Brian McShane Alt # 2 Term expiration 12/31/14
Public Hearing – Appeal 2282 Peck School – continuation from 12/19/12 meeting.

Chairman Cohen recused himself and turned meeting over to Vice Chair Lloyd

Cross exam byAttorney Newmark for Peck of objector Gottsleben represented by Attorney Delaney

 Questions regarding landscaping needs from previous applications from 2004, 2005 & 2006

Questions regarding Gottsleben meetings with Peck to discuss landscape plan from Sept through Dec 2012.

Cross exam by Delaney of Gottsleben 

Regarding meetings with Peck to discuss but no response from Peck

Issues with current conditions, buses at lower lever, buses off of parking area, lack of landscape screening, idling buses, placement of trash cans and bleachers

Various photo exhibits presented and entered into evidence

Discussion by Gottsleben regarding gymnasium needing more landscape screening as well as on property line for privacy

Cross exam by Newmark How many buses and frequency

Questions from Board Members:

Question by Leavy – Is lower parking area screening ok?

Has Peck discussed a plan for property line screenings?

Question by Lloyd – possibility of fence at property?
Questions from Public:

Mark Bender – re- Screening at property line

 screening to hide field equipment

year that gym was constructed and accompanying landscape plan

buses in lower lot

Michael Quattro – re – gym approval and landscape plan

Revised plan compared to original plan

Lou Avrami – re – landscape screening and lighing

Margaret Brady – re – landscape buffer

Witness for objector  - Christopher DePhillips – landscape designer, not a licensed landscape AIA

Newmark objection regarding lack of credentials

Board to accept testimony from DePhillips as professional landscape designer

Cross exam by Delaney – plan studied by DePhillips, met with neighbors, some plantings not in best location, discussion of proposed plan, possible transplant of some existing plants. Discussion of property line screening

Questions/ comments from Board:

Leavy – distance of length of property line

Lloyd – no proposal to present

Brady – poorly prepared/ board professionals to weigh in
Recommendation that a formal proposal is needed to view

Cross exam by Newmark – lower parking area

What improvements to Peck proposal are needed

Types of plantings

 Exhibit O 10 presented showing property line screening

Questions from Board – 

Bednarz – field safety zone

Engineer Cristaldi – rows of proposed trees fitting in

Questions from public:

Steve Duamis – re- gaps in buffer from Paula Ct and field safety

Types of proposed plantings

Witness for objector – Ken Nelson – Planning Consultant –

Objection by Newmark as Nelson was former Planner for Town

Board to accept Nelson as having in depth knowledge of Peck 

Discussion by Nelson and negative criteria

More landscaping needed

Cross Exam by Newmark – 

2004 landscape plan 

Questions by Board:

Bednarz – landscape changes

Lloyd – buffer in 2004 plan

Discussion by Newmark of fund of 12.5K for landscaping to be used for adjacent property owners

Landscaping would not be on Peck side of property line

To be continued at meeting Feb 20, 2013 due to Feb 6, 2013 conflicts
Motion to close by Lloyd, second by Leavy

Motion to Close by Lloyd, second by Leavy

