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Market and Bank Streets Redevelopment

On April 2nd, the Town Council, acting in its redevelopment capacity, introduced the
“Market & Bank Redevelopment Plan,” which will be considered at a public hearing on
May 14th.

The Market & Bank Redevelopment Plan focuses on three parcels that, until now, were
part of the Epstein’s Rehabilitation Plan. More specifically the plan focuses on the
three parcels that lie within the fork in the road at Bank and Market Street that are
vacant and are slowly deteriorating eyesores.

Market & Bank Streets Redevelopment

Morristown’s Naturescape Gets a Lift The initial catalyst for the Market & Bank Redevelopment Plan was private sector
Housing Demand interest. What makes this project unique is that the first phase will be the first 100%
non-residential project in Morristown’s recent history. This plan will lead to the
development of a new 45,000 square foot “class A” office building that is already 100%
leased by a nationally renowned law firm. This will be the first large-scale office
building built in the central business district in several decades.

2015 Capital Improvement Projects

Upcoming Town Events

We started this project by reviewing all facets of the Epstein’s Redevelopment Plan
and keeping only the best ideas. We then looked at all the issues that made the
neighborhood less than inviting. In addition, we visually observed the area; talked to
residents; and took account of the disconnected sidewalks, the unique narrow
stairwell; the lifeless buildings, and the cars speeding through the one-way streets. We
believe the Plan addresses these conditions head-on with design solutions that will be
implemented through private partnerships.

To learn more about this project, | encourage you to take a look at the plan on the
Town’s website. | will note that the plan includes a provision that I'm particularly
excited about. The provision is modeled off New York City’s “Percent for Art”
program. This will require all projects within redevelopment areas to contribute one
percent of the project budget to public art. Finally, I’'m confident that this will be a
beautiful project and will add greatly to our vibrant central business district and Town.



Morristown’s Naturescape Gets a Lift

Two recent grants to the town will help it continue to foster its green side.

A generous grant of $669,000.00 from the federal Department of Transportation and
the Transportation Alternatives Program will allow town and neighboring town
residents to walk to Morristown’s bustling center more easily. A closed section of
Patriots’ Path in the Martin Luther King Avenue area will be reopened and residents of
Morris Township, Morris Plains and the Powder Mill section of Parsippany will be linked
to Morristown through a lengthened section of Patriots’ Path. Town officials worked
. with the Morris County Park Commission to make the beauty of this recreational
pathway available to more people.

Making nature accessible to more residents was also the impetus behind the Early
Street Community Garden which recently received a $35,000.00 Sustainable
Jersey Grant to build a solar-powered classroom pavilion. The pavilion will provide &
energy and water retention for the over 50 garden plots on the formerly "
abandoned lot. Both these grants contribute to Morristown’s commitment to
preserve open space in and around the town.

Housing Demand

Fueling the demand for housing in Morristown is a trend of empty nesters,
retirees and younger adults moving from the quieter suburbs to more culturally
rich urban centers. A good many are also staying close to their roots rather than S
migrating to a warmer climate. LK Maple Associates, LLC, a subsidiary of ‘
Normandy Real Estate Partners, made a significant bet on this trend by investing *®
in the development of eight high-end, distinctive townhomes. The project, known as Lafayette Distinctive
Homes, will be built on the corner of Maple Avenue and Miller Road, the gateway to the town’s historic
neighborhood. For several years an empty radiology office and parking lot stood on the property. What makes
this project truly unique is that all eight townhomes were sold before the developer finished their marketing
material. The developer will start moving in the new owners by the first quarter 2016.

As part of the project, LK Maple Associates, LLC has painted and renovated the outside facade of 31 Miller
Road, which stands next to the townhomes. This beautiful early Victorian house, which dates back to the mid
to late 19 century, will be sold as a single family residential home.



2015 Capital Improvement Projects

As mayor of Morristown, it's always satisfying to hear from visitors how beautiful they find our Town. However,
as mayor | know first hand that maintaining and enhancing the beauty of our Town doesn't just happen. It occurs
because each year we plan and implement improvements to our infrastructure. In 2014 we budgeted $2,600,000
for such projects, which was further augmented by $834,000 in grants. I've listed below improvement projects
planned for 2015 by the Department of Public Works.

South Street Streetscape Phase IV and Washington Street Streetscape Phase | —

The South Street and Washington Street projects include the construction of decorative |
sidewalks, curbs, street lighting and trees matching that previously constructed on South
Street, North Park Place and Speedwell Avenue.

Speedwell Avenue Streetscape Phase Il - This project includes construction of decorative
sidewalk and curbs matching that previously constructed on South Street, North Park
Place and Speedwell Avenue. The project limit is the east side of Speedwell Avenue from
Vail Place to Lakeside Place.

Lidgerwood Park Softball Field Reconstruction - This project includes complete
reconstruction of the softball field at Lidgerwood Park including excavation and
reshaping of the infield and outfield, new infield clay, new backstop, new fencing,
new player benches, new bleachers and topsoil fertilizing and seeding.

Milling and Resurfacing of Various Streets — Spring Street, portions of Martin Luther King Avenue, portions of
Ridgedale Avenue and EIm Street are among the streets that will be resurfaced in the summer and fall of 2015.
The project includes new traffic stripes and markings.

Curb, Sidewalk and Drainage on Various Streets — Notably included in this project is the reshaping of the
intersection of James Street and Lidgerwood Avenue to reduce the amount of pavement, increase the amount
of green area and provide a shorter crosswalk.

R

George Gramby Park Rehabilitation — This project will include the addition of a soccer
field, improvements to the baseball field, demolition of the outdated restroom structure
@9 and a new playground structure.

Resurfacing of the Wading Pool at Burnham Park — The surface of the wading pool is being replaced with a new
Diamond Brite finish as was done on the training pool in 2014.

Installation of Compacting Recycling Containers at the Lake Road Recycling Facility — Compacting recycling
containers will replace the open top containers at the Lake Road Recycling Center. Residents will no longer have
to climb stairs to drop off mixed paper, commingled materials or cardboard.



Upcoming Town Events
Burnham Park Pool Opening May 23, 2015 Noon to 8:00pm

™ Get out your swimsuits and goggles, because the Burnham Park Pool will be opening
. || for the 2015 Summer season on Saturday, May 23. A Sand and Water Activity center
B fl has been added to the sand beach for kids ages 3 and up. Visit the town website

P www.townofmorristown.org for more information.

Morristown Art Walk Saturday, May 2, 2015 from 11lam-5pm

Love art? This one day community event is for the whole family. Art lovers will be

able to stroll from one venue to another appreciating the talents of the local artists.

Local artists, celebrating the arts, will set up displays in 16 locations Maps will be provided
on the day of the event and balloons will help designate the artist's location.

Morristown Farmers Market (Sundays beginning June 21, 2015 through November 22, 2015)
The Morristown Farmers Market, a Morristown Partnership event, is being held every
MORRISIO Sunday through November 23, rain or shine. The market is located on the Morristown
~l;‘_r¢' Parking Authority surface parking area at Spring and Morris Streets from 8:30 am to 2:00
',' pm. In addition to local produce, special events are offered featuring event sponsors,
:’MARK local businesses, live music & more! For more information, please visit
www.morristown-nj.org.

Meet Me in Morristown (Last Thursdays of May through August)

This event is organized through the collaboration of the Morristown Partnership and Morris Arts. The
monthly events are designed to encourage people to come to the Morristown downtown area to shop and
dine, while being entertained by local artists and musicians. For more information, please visit
www.morristown-nj.org.

Morristown Animal Control to offer Free Rabies Clinic (Saturday, June 20, 2015 from 11am-1pm) at Town
Hall Parking Lot

This clinic offers dogs and cats who have never been vaccinated a 1 year vaccination and all others a 3 year
vaccination. Microchipping at the cost of $25 per animal will also be available.

Morristown Jazz and Blues Festival (August 15, 2015)
Mﬂr 'st"w" The fifth annual Morristown Jazz and Blues Festival will be held on Saturday, August 15,
L ‘o 2015 from Noon to 10:00pm. Taking place on the Historic Morristown Green, the event
JAZZ BLUES provides FREE music all day, featuring jazz and blues artists in a family friendly setting.
F iVa| This year’s artists include: Swingadelic, Bucky Pizzarelli, Bria Skonberg, Roomful of Blues
\ and Charlie Musselwhite. For more information, please visit
www.morristownjazzandblues.org.

Your Feedback Is Welcome

Send questions, comments and/or suggestions for future issues to mayor@townofmorristown.org.




