
Morristown Shade Tree Commission Meeting Minutes 

Date:  November 13th, 2018 

7 pm  

Room 201/ Town Hall 

 

1. Roll Call: 

In attendance 

• Kristin Ace:  Chair/Secretary 

• JoAnn Casadevall 

• Bob Norkin  

• Monica Orecchio 

• Deb Regan: Vice Chair 

• Michael Rockland 

Absent 

• Rich Wolowicz: Arborist 

• Sandi Mayer 

 

2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) Acknowledged 

 

3. Review of Minutes 

October minutes approved 

 

4. Open Public Portion  

Robin Braunschweiger Silva 

908-285-5748 

robin@braunschweiger.com 

Ms. Silva’s of Braunschweiger Jewelers.  

They decorated the Callery Pear tree in front of their business with lights for their upcoming 60th 

anniversary celebration. They were unaware of the ordinance not allowing anything to be put on 

our trees. Ms. Silva came to the commission to apologize for the misstep and to ask if the lights 

could stay on until the celebration on November 29th and hopefully throughout the holiday season. 

 

Sandra Persichetti 

sanper223@gmail.com 

Ms. Persichetti, a resident living on South Street, brought in her concerns about all the dead trees 

and tree stumps around town. She also would like to see trees planted along South Street on the 

along the median strip in front of Town Hall. 

 

We explained that the tree stumps are left at 3 feet high to avoid tripping hazards. Before winter, 

the stumps will be ground out to prepare for a fall planting. All trees cut down were either, dead, 

hazards or Ash. We explained our tree well remediation program and the plans for the business 

district plantings.  

 

The STC will explore planting trees along South Street in front of Town Hall with Rich Wolowicz 

advice.  
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5. Arborist Report 

FORESTER’S REPORT 

TOWN OF MORRISTOWN 

OCTOBER 2018 

 

Field Work 

 

a. 300+  tree trim 

The trimming is scheduled to begin the week of November 12th 

 

b. Fall planting 

The 22 outstanding trees were planted by Cerbo. Plans are being put together for a bulk 

planting in the spring of 2019 

 

c. Crestwood Road 

Nothing new to report 

 

d. Blue Mercury 

2 trees were planted and Rich Wolowicz is sending the owners an invoice for them 

 

e. GIGM  -  Grow it Green Morristown Community Garden 

Rich will connect with Rich Fernicola to get the removal/stump grind date set for this fall 

 

f. Stump removal 

Still no answer on timing 

 

g. Tree gator removal 

Rich gave the STC an almost complete list of tree gators and the STC divided up the areas to 

remove them. The STC will bring the flattened tree gators to Kristin’s house to hold for Rich 

Wolowicz to pick up. The plan is to remove them all before Thanksgiving 

 

h. 325 South Street 

Bob noticed two trees that looked like hazards and reported them to Kristin. Rich Wolowicz 

looked at them. One was a town tree and the Tree Crew removed it on 11.13 

 

i. Braunschweiger Jewelers 

 

VOTE: 

The STC voted to allow the lights on the tree: 

Kristin  yes 

JoAnn  yes 

Bob   yes 

Monica no 



Deb   no 

Michael yes 

 

VOTE: 

The STC voted unanimously to allow the lights to stay up and be active until midnight of the 

evening’s celebration on 11.29.18. The lights must go off at midnight and be removed by 

December 3rd 

 

6. Meeting with Vij Pawar, town attorney 

Kristin reviewed her meeting with Town Attorney, Vij Pawar, to discuss the issues that arose 

last month with the resident at 1 Farragut. Mr. Pawar explained the implications of the residents 

comments as well as what, if any, actions needed to be taken.    

 

7. Resident tree issues 

 

a. 1 Farragut  

Vote postponed 

 

b. Whole Foods – Cobb Street 

We are still in a conversation about removing the barberry bushes on the property. 

 

c. Kellogg Club  

 

Vote postponed: The STC wants to know if there is a conflict of interest for the 

commissioners that belong to the Kellogg Club. 

 

ACTION: completed 11.15 - Kristin will check with Vij Pawar, town attorney on the 

protocol of this issue 

 

d. 20 Colles Avenue 

Kristin is still waiting to hear from Jillian Barrick and Vij Pawar on what action to take 

against the residents who illegally trimmed the public trees in front of their home 

 

8. Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 

 

Ash trees have been tagged for removal. Schedule yet to be determined 

 

9. Business District Tree Wells 

The project is moving along on schedule and with ease. 4 tree wells on Speedwell Avenue along 

Century 21 are exceptionally large (4x10-12). They do not fit into the bid parameters of 4x8 and there 

is not enough Flexipave allotted to cover them. They have been treated with air-spade, organic matter 

and biochar. They need to be mulched to over winter and wait for phase 3 of the tree well remediation 

project. 

  



ACTION: completed 11.13 - Kristin reached out to Jillian Barrick to have DPW put the mulch down 

before the winter sets in 

 

10. Ward reports 

Kristin asked the STC to look at her ward report page and make theirs look identical. This helps Rich 

Wolowicz do a fast search and put amendments into and it also will make the document easy to follow 

for a history recall as the STC moves forward on their mission 

 

 

11. CEU – JoAnn 

JoAnn put together a spreadsheet of our CEU’s for the year and who is CORE trained. At this time, 

JoAnn is our only member who has CORE training left to do and she will complete this in the spring. 

The STC has completed 23 CEU credits, with each member have taken at least one training in the 2018 

calendar year 

 

12. Grants 

a. CSIP – Community Stewardship Incentive  

The STC would like to go out for this grant in 2019 

b. TD Green Streets  

The STC discussed the details of applying for this grant.  

ACTION: all members to think of a plan, a partnership and an area to plant in for further 

discussion in 2019. We will decide on one of the plans and possibly apply for in 2019 for 

2020 

c. Green Communities for CFMP (community forestry management plan) 

Kristin is going to apply for this grant of $3000.00 with an “in kind” match of the STC 

volunteer hours 

 

13. Awareness 

a. Tree Identification Booklet 

Jillian has vetoed working with Arterial Streets due to previous issues the Town has 

had with them. Because the book was given to us free and clear to do with as we 

would like by Glen Ridge, we have decided to make the changes on our own. We 

have turned the document into a word document and given the task of completing 

the changes to Rich Wolowicz who has “clerical” money in his contract. We expect 

the document to be complete before the end of December.  

  

b. Announcement Flyers 

The STC approved of all three announcement flyers with the stipulation that the 

mulch volcano aspect be changed to a picture of what to do and a picture of what 

not to do. The STC gave Kristin the liberty to decide which pictures will be best. 

Jillian Barrick will tell us which of the three (spotted lantern fly, what is a public 

tree, update emerald ash borer) she would like to be distributed with the DPW 

recycle calendar 

ACTION: completed 11.18 - Kristin will find the appropriate photos and make the 

change 

 



 

14. General Business 

a. Team Monday – tabled  

b. Biomass Energy Article 

a brief discussion on the importance of saving our “Mother” or large trees over planting many 

new small ones 

 

c. CORE/Green Communities Achievement Award 

Recap of the wonderful evening with different communities all moving toward the health, well- 

being and propagation of our urban forests 

 

d. STC tablecloth and amenities 

Monica has put together a great list of things that the STC would need to make any table we 

present at look fantastic and welcoming. 

ACTION: completed 11.15 - Monica will send an itemized list of what we need  

ACTION: Kristin will send the list to Administration for approval and processing. Kristin will 

also send the invoice for the new STC tablecloth that Monica had designed with our logo 

 

e. Seedling Distribution 

The STC needs to decide how many seedlings they would like from the Arbor Day Foundation 

for next year’s celebration. We will discuss and vote in December 

 

New Business: 

 

 

 

Adjourn  10:20pm 


