
Shade Tree Commission of Morristown  
As established by the Town of Morristown Ord. No. O-2-2013; Ord. No. O-12-2017 
 
Meeting Minutes 
January 17, 2023 
7PM, 200 South Street, Morristown, NJ 
 
1. Roll Call  
 

 Name Role email address Volunteer 
Hours  
(Dec 21 – Jan 17)

X Kristin Ace (KA) President k-ace@townofmorristown.org  29 

X Paula Zimin (PZ) Secretary pz.stc.morristown@gmail.com   3 

X Michael Rockland 
(MR) 

Member rockland@amerstudies.rutgers.edu  3 

X Robert Bell (RB) Member robert.j.bell.92@gmail.com  3 

X Robert Norkin (RN) Member judyudi@yahoo.com  3 

 (Open)    

 (Open)    

X Ken MacBain Alternate kmacbain@gmail.com   4 

X Susan Landau (SL) Alternate slandau.stc@gmail.com  3 

O Tawanna Cotton 
(TC) 

Town Council 
Liaison

t-cotten@townofmorristown.org - 

X Evan Dilluvio Town Arborist shadetree@townofmorristown.org - 

X  = PRESENT / O = ABSENT 
 
2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) 
Acknowledged. This meeting was conducted in accordance with the NJ Open Public Meetings 
act.  
 
3. Approve December 2022 Meeting Minutes 
Approved 
 
4. Open Public Portion (limited to 5 minutes per individual) 
No Public Attendees 



 
 
5. Arborist Report 
 

a. Ash street trees 
o 21 King Street - appears healthy, no sign of woodpecker damage. Will evaluate 

health in spring to determine if treatment is appropriate. The STC will hold off on 
voting on if they will allow treatment or remove at that time. 
Evan Dilluvio reached out to former town arborist, Rich Wolowicz, to ask how this 
tree got missed when the Town did its remove/replace program and he 
responded that he allowed to the tree to stay to honor the request of the 
neighbor. This was not done with STC or Town of Morristown knowledge. 
Therefore, any issues that arise with this tree will be the responsibility of the 
former arborist. 

o 45 Lake Road – had adjacent Ash trees that were removed by residents. Will 
evaluate health in spring to determine if treatment is appropriate. 

 
b. Info to Brian on tree topping 

o Encourage training for those who are interested in tree crew 
 

c. Info to crew from final report of inventory 
Evan will parcel out the trees to be removed so that it is done in an orderly 
manner. The concern is that Troy Rickets will remove or work on trees not 
authorized by the Town Arborist or the STC. 
 

Morristown 

Forester’s Report 

January 2023 

 

Miscellaneous 

 Bio-Char contract Bartlett won 

o Biochar will start in spring 

 Inspected numerous trees per homeowner requests via email 

 Tree plotter work 

o Updating tree plotter to reflect trees removed, pruned and planted 

 Stump grinding bid specs updating 

o Bid going out in Spring 

 Foote’s pond action plan developed 
 

Meetings 

 Met with Jillian, Joe and Troy to discuss tree work. 

 Met with Kristin and Jillian to discuss tree removal process 
 

STC Field Inspections 

Address Problem Resolution Status 
42 Sherman Pl Homeowner wants Ginkgo 

removed 
Restitution to plant 14 trees Pending 



101 Maple St Homeowner wants Maple 
removed for driveway 

Restitution to plant 4 trees Closed 

21 Cleveland St Homeowner wants Maple 
removed for driveway 

Restitution to plant 5.5 trees Pending 

    
Morristown Tree 
Inspections for 
crew 

Numerous On-going Open 

Tree Crew Projects: 

 Crew worked on removal and pruning of trees as per tree plotter work 

orders 
o Crew pruning suckers on trees as needed. 
o Foote’s Pond 

 Walked through Foote’s Pond with crew to mark trees needing 
removal 

 Created plan of action 

 Work will start within a week 
o Worked with crew to update plotter as work is completed 
o To date from the start of tree plotter use in July 2022 tree work 

quantities are below: 

 387 Trees Pruned 

 110 Trees removed 

 Misc. work completed 27 
 
 

 
6. Resident Tree Issues  
 

a. 101 Maple Avenue 
o application has been withdrawn. 

 
b. 42 Sherman Place – female Gingko 

o Discussion on the request to remove tree.  
o Total value of the tree is $7,000 based on current ordinance guidance.  
o Tree has power lines 
o Discussion about wrong place 
o ACTION: KA to get removal quotes from Davey, Bartlett, Rich’s Tree Service 
o MOTION: To approve the request to remove the female Gingko located at 42 

Sherman Place. The total cost to resident to remove the tree will be finalized at 
the next meeting. 
Unanimously approved. 
 

c. 21 Cleveland Street – Callery Pear  
o Discussion on the request of remove tree to install second driveway 
o Total value of tree is $2,750 
o Tree is integrated with utility pole 
o MOTION: To deny request to remove Callery Pear located at 21 Cleveland 

Street.  
`  Unanimously approved. 



 
d. tree donation / garden / tree signage 

o MOTION: To allow tree markers which stick in the ground and meet consistent 
design standard established by the STC. 
Unanimously approved.  

o ACTION: KA to investigate manufacturer and design standard to be approved at 
next meeting. 
 

e. Macculloch Hall – requested STC not plant in front of the building.  
o Propose to plant two smaller trees to the left of the building.  

 
7. Invasive 

a. NJDOT – Madison Ave / TOH, pending Town Administrator 
b. Jacob Ford invasive work – January 9th / 1pm 

o Window cutting porcelain berry vine complete 
 
8. Parks Report 

a. Foote’s Pond Wood – dead tree & Ash removal 
o pending walk through with ED, SL and tree crew.  

b. Kleitman Woods – Town received grant to flexipave path 
c. Lidgerwood Park – new woodland garden / sheet mulch on 1/28 at 12pm 

o ACTION: STC to provide support day-of or ahead to confirm design with SL 
d. Jacob Ford slope – pending machinery issues with DPW 

o ACTION: SL and KA will remove burning bush and schedule fabric installation 
once burning bush is removed.  

e. Jersey Cottage Forest – reforestation pending 
 
 
9. Business District  

a. Planting at Town Hall – spring 2023 
b. M Station – treated all trees for SLF – STC violation – see arborist report 

 
10. Partnerships 

a. Foote’s Pond Wood reclamation project – SL updates 
o Raking and seeding happening, Sundays, 1-3pm 

b. Center for SubUrban Climate Action – PZ update 
o PZ met with the organization and they would like to partner with us in any way 

possible.  
ACTION: KA to set up meeting with them to see how we can pull a few ideas 
together 

c. Rotary Club tree donation / Arbor Day – KA & SL coordinating 
d. Burnham Park Association – PZ 

o Gold leaf will be ordered with 2023 order, expected end of the year. 
e. Tree Seedling Give Away / Arbor Day Foundation 

o ACTION: KA to reserve town hall, May 6, early afternoon (1-3pm) 
 
11. Grants 

a. New trees from NJ Tree Foundation - waiting 
b. TD Green Streets Grant 2023 - RJ – waiting  
c. ICYMI (In Case You Missed It) Green Acres Grant – RJ, match grant, hard to check all 

boxes, install recreation areas – might work for Pocahontas Park 
o ACTION: KA to discuss grant potential with Town Administrator 



 Soccer field, walkway, trees, riparian buffer, dock into river, stone 
walkway. Waiting for grant writer evaluation  

d. NJUCF Planting grant – July 2023 
 

12. Awareness 
a. Beautiful Tree contest – PZ  

ACTION: PZ to set up schedule for 2023 
 
13. Liaison Update 

a. Council – Councilwoman Cotten 
b. Zoning / Planning Board – RJ & Evan 

o ED is now arborist for Planning and Zoning. The STC believes this will lead to a 
smoother process for all applicants to follow our ordinances. Zoning Board 
President, Steve Pylypchuk, sent verbiage to ED that the STC cannot demand 
that an applicant must use native plantings. ED can only demand that invasives 
Not be planted and must be replaced. 
ACTION: KA to reach out to SP to discuss our native planting desires and what 
we will be adding for verbiage to every application 

 
14. General Business 

a. Vote for Secretary 
o MOTION: Nominate Paula Zimin as Secretary in 2023 

Paula accepted nomination 
Anonymously approved 

b. CEUs for 2023 
c. Actions 
d. Special meeting for Jersey Cottage reforestation 
e. Ailanthus treatment 

o ACTION: KA to confirm one or two days of Ailanthus treatment, SL, KM 
volunteering to help during treatment.  

 
15. New Business 

a. Separate planning meetings for planting plans – need plans by summer 2023 
o Speedwell – RJ to lead, Bob to support 
o South Street – PZ to lead with Susan columnar trees near Kings, can we add 
more trees  
Consider private property planting 
More trees!! 
o Mills Street – Ken to lead, PZ to support 

 
b. 10 year anniversary – set up separate meeting 

o Business district: 25-30 trees include DeHart, Morris Street, Speedwell, South 
o 25 trees X $500 = $12,500 
o ACTION: KA to count open tree wells in business district to determine budget for 

business district planting, start planning for Budd Park planting 
o Budd Park planting plan – water garden, passive park, trees, native plantings 

 
 
Adjourn: 10:05pm 
 
 

 



ACTION ITEMS SUMMARY: 

 
Arborist Action Items: 

 On-going Arborist actions 
 Continue great work coordinating with Tree crew and Town 

 
 

STC Action Items: 
 KA to get removal quotes for female Gingko at 42 Sherman Place (Davey, Bartlett, 

Rich’s Tree Service)  
 KA to investigate manufacturer and design standard for ground-level tree donation / 

memorial / honorary plaques  
 KA to reserve town hall for tree seedling / GSWA plant sale, May 6, early afternoon (1-

3pm) 
 KA to discuss idea for Green Acres Grant at Pocahontas Park with Town Administrator 

 Soccer field, walkway, trees, riparian buffer, dock into river, stone walkway. 
Waiting for grant writer evaluation  

 PZ to set up Beautiful Tree Competition schedule for Spring / Summer / Fall.  
 KA to schedule / confirm Ailanthus treatment. SL and KM volunteering to help during 

treatment.  
 KA to reach out to SP re: native plantings for applicants to Zoning 
 Ka to reach out to SubUrban for meeting 

 
Work Calendar: 
 
TBD - Jacob Ford slope – burning bush removal and fabric installation  

 SL and KA to meet to remove burning bush 
 Fabric install to be scheduled. 

 
Saturday, January 28, 12pm - Lidgerwood Park – sheet mulch on 1/28 at 12pm 

 STC to provide support day-of or ahead to confirm design with SL 
 
 
2023 Planting / 10-year Anniversary Planning (Target Completion by Summer 2023) 

 Business District 
 KA to count open tree wells in business district to finalize budget for business 

district planting 
 Budd Park 

 KA to initiate planning for Budd Park passive park 
 Speedwell Ave 

 RB to initiate planning for tree planting plan on Speedwell Ave, support by RN 
 South Street 

 PZ to initiate planning for tree planting on South Street, support by SL and MR 
 Mills Street 

 KM to initiate planning for tree planting on Mills Street, support by PZ 
 
Ongoing Action Items For all STC members: 

 STC to calculate hours for this past month and send to PZ.  
 STC to identify potential STC members from Wards 2 and 4.  

 


