
Shade Tree Commission of Morristown  
As established by the Town of Morristown Ord. No. O-2-2013; Ord. No. O-12-2017 

 
Meeting Minutes 
March 21, 2023 
7PM, 200 South Street, Morristown, NJ 
 
1. Roll Call  
 

 Name Role email address Volunteer 
Hours  
(Feb 23 – Mar 21) 

O Kristin Ace (KA) Chair k-ace@townofmorristown.org  30 

X Robert Bell (RB) Vice Chair robert.j.bell.92@gmail.com  16 

X Paula Zimin (PZ) Secretary pz.stc.morristown@gmail.com  5 

X Michael Rockland 
(MR) 

Member rockland@amerstudies.rutgers.edu  2 

X Robert Norkin (RN) Member judyudi@yahoo.com  2 

 (Open)    

 (Open)    

O Ken MacBain Alternate kmacbain@gmail.com   2 

X Susan Landau (SL) Alternate slandau.stc@gmail.com  20 

O Tawanna Cotton 
(TC) 

Town Council 
Liaison 

t-cotten@townofmorristown.org - 

X Evan Dilluvio Town Arborist shadetree@townofmorristown.org - 

X  = PRESENT / O = ABSENT 
 
2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) 
Acknowledged. This meeting was conducted in accordance with the NJ Open Public Meetings 
act.  
 
3. Approve February 2023 Meeting Minutes 
Approved 
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4. Open Public Portion (limited to 5 minutes per individual) 
Ms. Amanda Abdelsayed requested a follow-up request for town trees in front of her property at 
101 Maple Avenue.  

• Resident presented request to remove Freeman Maple in front of single-family 
residence. This removal will accomplish: 

o Improve curb appeal – there are two trees clustered in front of small front yard 
o Install driveway for off-street parking. Resident has integrated design ideas from 

previous request including a pervious driveway surface.  

• Discussion by STC stressed the need for consistency in making decision. Must first 
understand: 

o What is condition of tree? 
o What is restitution amount? 

ACTION: ED to meet with resident to inspect tree, confirm roots of neighboring Pin Oak 
would be impacted by driveway. 

• Resident requested decision prior to next scheduled Zoning Board meeting 
(Wednesday, April 12). Next STC meeting is April 18th.  
ACTION: RJ to confirm if virtual vote is allowed.  

 
5. Arborist Report 

a. Tree / Flexipave conditions at:  
o 11 Cattano 
o 26 Washington 
o 40 Speedwell - damaged 
o 150-152 Speedwell 

b. Trees/wells in front of Kings supermarket 
o Proposal to relocate three (3) columnars at Kings to Morris Street and move five 

(5) wells away from street (confirmed with engineering) so that broader shade 
trees can be planted in this area.  

MOTION: Relocate three (3) columnars at Kings to available wells on Morris Street.  
VOTE: unanimous approval 

c. Monthly meeting with Town Administrator & ED 
d. Arbor Day – Cerbo to plant by mid-April  
e. Business District stump grinding - Arborist received bid to remove stumps without 

impacting sidewalks ED following NYC specification to ensure sidewalks are not 
impacted and grinding is done well for replanting. 

f. White dots on Elm Street trees – seems to be paint residue. No action.  
g. Status of large hazard tree removals – complete.  
h. When does medium tree removal begin / letters? 

o ED expects this to start in summer 
o Town has list of addressed to send resident letters 

i. Status of pruning from the inventory – revisit in April 
j. Archived trees – confirmed removed trees have now been archived in TreePlotter 
k. *Arbor Day, Lidgerwood, Mills planting  
l. 77 Mills Street 
m. Atlantic Health – removal of 200-year oak street at JCPL parking garage, private tree, 

being removed for solar panels on top of parking deck.  
ACTION: RB to discuss potential strategy with KA about advocating for keeping tree 
over solar panels. Lots of other opportunities for solar without removal of tree.  
 
 
 

 



Morristown 

Forester’s Report 

March 2023 

 

Miscellaneous 

• Inspected numerous trees per homeowner requests via email, phone calls 

• Tree plotter work 

o Updated tree plotter to reflect trees removed, pruned 

• Arbor Day Trees ordered, Misc. Tree Planting 

o Lidgerwood Park (2) Trees 

o Mills St (2) 

• Large Hazard tree removals completed 

o Stump grinding to start 

• Medium tree removal begins after Footes and residential stumps are completed 

o Morristown to send out letters 

• Pruning per inventory 

o According to inventory 956 trees to be worked on 

• Archiving trees has been started 

o Joe and Evan 

 

Internal Meetings 

• Met with Jillian, Joe and Troy to discuss tree work. 

• Met with Kristin and Jillian to discuss Monthly progress etc. 

 

 Field Inspections 

Address Problem Resolution Status 
AHS on Morris 2 Oak trees to be removed 

for in ground Utilities 
Inspection in process Pending 

Misc. residents Tree branches dropping Put in Tree Plotter for Crew to 
remove 

Complete 

Tree ID 1800 Tree hit by car Tree removed by DPW Complete 
1 Glenwood Rd Ash tree hazard on James Tree to be removed by Crew Pending 
12, 14, 16 Elm st White dots on trees Inspection needed Pending 

 

Tree Crew Projects: 

• Crew worked in Foote’s Pond removing Ash and other Hazard Trees 

o Most of school side completed 

 

 
 

6. Resident Tree Issues  
 

a. tree removal identification – confirm that Town is sending notification letters 
b. *Mills Street planting plan – Ken – revisit in April 



c. *KA to walk with ED business district tree wells to for re-grind and planted - pending Mills 
Street Planting plant 

 
7. Invasive 

a. Walk with Evan for TOH treatment path - pending  
 
8. Parks Report 

a. Parks timeline 
a. Foote’s Pond Wood 

i. Dead tree and Ash removal 
ii. Boy Scout proposed plant protection project, targeting fall. Some existing 

temporary protection structures.  
ACTION: STC to inspect existing structures.  

b. Jacob Ford - March 12 work day update: 
i. more clearing behind tennis court, slope was cleared and planted.  
ii. future stone wall flowers - KA 
iii. thicketing shrubs would help with jumping worm issues. Summer sweet, 

sumac. 
KA coordinating with engineering and DPW for additional work.  

c. Pocahontas 
i. Vine issue in small area 
ii. Clean up deadwood issue 

d. Elliott Street 
i. DPW to clear out larger barberries, invasive grasses, etc.  
ii. April 22 – Earth Day, volunteer work-day in the park.  

Riverbirch, swamp white oaks, eastern redbuds, viburnum, etc 
e. Jersey Cottage – forest reforestation pending 

       
 
9. Business District  

a. Planting at Town Hall – spring 2023 
SL recommends targeting fall 2023 – space needs to be prepped which will take time. 
 

10. Partnerships 
a. Foote’s Pond Wood reclamation project – SL updates 
b. Rotary Club tree donation / Arbor Day – see notes above 
c. Burnham Park Association – PZ 

a. BPA would like to meet with STC / Town Administrator in fall about how we can 
work together to support the realization of the BP Revitalization plan. 

b. Spring / Summer activities will be focused on 75th Anniversary events. 
c. No request for Arbor Day trees 

d. Tree Seedling Give Away / Arbor Day Foundation 
o Will be held at Sue and John Landau’s house, 128 James Street, May 6th. 1-3pm. 
o Pick up seedlings – April 20, 9am – 2pm (RJ) 

Parsippany-Troy Hills Parks &amp; Forestry Office 
1 Knoll Drive Lake Hiawatha, N.J. 07034 
(973) 263-7254 

b. Suburban – KA (tabled until April) 
c. Harmonium Choir 

MOTION: STC will host a table at United Methodist Church, Harmonium Choir event to 
grow awareness and volunteers on June 3 7:30pm and June 4 3pm.  
VOTE: unanimous 



Schedule: June 3, 7:30pm – PZ and… | June 4, 3pm – RB and … 
ACTION – Identify additional volunteers for Harmonium table.  

 
11. Grants 

a. Earth Day celebration tree planting - NJ Tree Foundation – 40 tree donation 
o April 19, 9am, Pocahontas Park – pending 
o Town Council is supporting 

b. One Tree Planted – submitted for planting at Elliot Park, removal of invasives and re-
seed. Scheduled for April 22, Town Council is supporting. 

c. NJUCF Planting grant – July 2023 
 

12. Awareness 
a. Beautiful Tree contest – PZ  

ACTION: PZ to start up advertising this month. 
 

13. Liaison Update 
a. Council – Councilwoman Cotton 
b. Zoning Board – RJ & Evan tracking  

o 23 South (5 owed) / removal / reimbursement of two Callery Pears 
o The Field Club – Evan confirming these are not public trees 

c. Planning 
o Ridgedale – new dispensary, replacing trees. Great to find places on Ridgedale 

to plant those trees.  
ACTION: RJ to submit STC letter to remind Planning Board of key items of 
concern to STC.  

 
14. General Business 

a. Actions 
b. STC 10-year anniversary 

o Budd Park plan moving forward, not as big as hoped, but a great starting point! 
o Met with Carol Huber, setting up plan.  

c. Native Ordinance – tabled to April. Once passed at the STC, it will be submitted to Town 
Council for review and approval.  

d. April 25 Council Meeting – Mayor to present Earth Day proclamation 
e. Morris Plains STC – update by KA in April 
f. DEP – DPW training – update by KA in April 
g. RJ Bell 

a. Need a replacement for RJ who is running for Town Council  
b. Need a vice chair  
c. Need someone to take over planning and zoning tracking.  
d. Discussion on recruitment 

 
 

15. New Business 
 

 
Adjourn: 8:44pm 
 
 

 



ACTION ITEMS SUMMARY: 
 
Arborist Action Items: 

• ED to meet with resident at 101 Maple Ave to inspect tree, confirm roots of neighboring 
Pin Oak would be impacted by driveway. 

• Continue great work coordinating with Tree crew and Town 
 
 

STC Action Items: 

• High Priority – RJ to confirm if virtual vote is allowed for resident tree removal request 
at 101 Maple Ave.  

• High Priority - RB to discuss potential strategy with KA about advocating for keeping 
200 year old red oak tree over solar panels at JCPL parking deck on Madison Ave. 

• Identify additional volunteers for Harmonium table.  

• PZ to map out 2023 Beautiful Tree Competition schedule. Set up meeting with Kristen W 
about coordination with Marketing Team. Start advertising in the next month 

• RJ to submit STC letter to remind Planning Board of key items of concern to STC.  
 

Work Calendar: 

• NJ Tree Foundation planting event, Wednesday, April 19, 9am, Pocahontas Park  

• Elliott Park One Tree Planted volunteer work-day - April 22 

• Town Council Meeting for Mayoral Proclamation for Earth Day - April 25 

• Arbor Day – May 6, 10am Lidgerwood Park.  

• Tree Seedling Give Away / Arbor Day Foundation - May 6, 1-3pm 

• United Methodist Church – Harmonium Choir concert – June 3 @ 7:30pm and June 4 @ 
3pm 

 

 
2023 Planting / 10-year Anniversary Planning (Target Completion by Summer 2023) 

• Business District 

• KA to count open tree wells in business district to finalize budget for business 
district planting 

• Budd Park 

• KA to continue Budd Park planning 

• Speedwell Ave 

• RB to initiate planning for tree planting plan on Speedwell Ave, support by RN 

• South Street 

• PZ to initiate planning for tree planting on South Street, support by SL and MR 

• Mills Street 

• KM to initiate planning for tree planting on Mills Street, support by PZ 

 
 
Ongoing Action Items For all STC members: 

• STC to calculate hours for this past month and send to PZ.  

• STC to achieve CEUs through various pathways. Goal is to achieve 1 CEU per year. 

• STC to identify potential STC members from Wards 2 and 4.  
 


