Shade Tree Commission of Morristown

As established by the Town of Morristown Ord. No. O-2-2013; Ord. No. O-12-2017

Meeting Minutes
April 18, 2023
7PM, 200 South Street, Morristown, NJ

1. Roll Call
Name Role email address Volunteer
Hours
(Mar 22 — Apr 18)
X Kristin Ace (KA) Chair k-ace@townofmorristown.org 37
X Robert Bell (RB) Vice Chair robert.j.bell.92@gmail.com 22
X Paula Zimin (PZ) Secretary pz.stc.morristown@gmail.com 4
X Michael Rockland Member rockland@amerstudies.rutgers.edu 10
(MR)
@) Robert Norkin (RN) [ Member judyudi@yahoo.com
(Open)
(Open)
X Ken MacBain Alternate kmacbain@gmail.com 15
X Susan Landau (SL) | Alternate slandau.stc@gmail.com 32
O Tawanna Cotton Town Council t-cotten@townofmorristown.org -
(TC) Liaison
X Evan Dilluvio Town Arborist | shadetree@townofmorristown.org -

X =PRESENT /O = ABSENT

2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law)

Acknowledged. This meeting was conducted in accordance with the NJ Open Public Meetings

act.

3. Approve March 2023 Meeting Minutes

Postpone to May meeting.

4. Open Public Portion (limited to 5 minutes per individual)

77 Y% Mills
Walter and Rose Piccalo
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¢ Resident presented problem with town tree:
o concerned about liability and tripping hazard due to walkway uplift
= DPW has amended town sidewalk
= Lip at intersection of private walkway and public sidewalk
o Sewer has been backing up into house, plumbers have blamed roots in pipe.
e ED inspected tree twice, not found to be hazardous.
Commission questions:
o Has a professional shown that the roots are causing the issue.
= Sewer blocked every year, or less.
= When roots are in the pipe, there is already a defect in the pipe.
= Pipe is resident responsibility to maintain
o Whose pipe does it belong to?
= Resident will need to repair pipe.
o Benefits of tree vs sidewalk lifting.
ACTIONS:
o KA to discuss utility’s location with Town Engineer
o ED to assess potential impact of pipe replacement to tree root system.

101 Maple Avenue
Ms. Amanda Abdelsayed
e Value of Freeman Maple: $1,750
o ED asked if land use ordinance allows for driveway — is there enough room?
¢ MOTION: Remove Freeman Maple at 101 Maple Ave using value of $250 per caliper
inch (7 inches).
o Not sufficient voting members to formal vote and further discussion required.
o Resident notified final vote will be at May meeting.

5. Arborist Report
e Business District tree issues
o 11 Cattano- several dead trees on Cattano that need removal
o 26 Washington - pending
o 40 Speedwell
= Horseshoe Tavern — underground electrical issues that need to be
addressed from when the trees were placed 2 years ago. Morristown
Partnership to determined where the electrical lines are before Arborist
can decide whether the trees need to be removed for the repair work —
pending
o 150-152 Speedwell
= Tree lost a large branch due to wind storm, Tree Crew did clean cut
Monthly meeting with Jillian & Evan
Arbor Day — May 6th
Business District stump grid — bid at Engineering
Reforest area near James Street at Foote’s Pond Wood. Tree stumps to remain.
ACTION: KA to confirm if lawn treatment was used at pool. ED to send email.
ACTION: PZ to request information about lawn treatment at ballfields.
e Pruning training — all of DPW has completed pruning training, expect Tree Crew leader.
o KA asked Town Administrator to request Brian and Darren to have more time in
trees doing work, to practice training.
5 red maple trees — proposed location at Kings.
Morristown
Forester's Report
April 2023
Miscellaneous
[0 Inspected numerous trees per homeowner requests via email, phone calls




0 Tree plotter work
o Updated tree plotter to reflect trees removed
e [ Arbor Day Trees Tagged at nursery and planted on March 13
e o Lidgerwood Park (2) Trees, Swamp White Oak, Red Maple
e o Mills St (2), Pin Oak

Field Inspections
Address
AHS on Morris

23 Liberty St

Mt Kemble Tree of
Heaven

Community Gardens
Trees

670 Morris

30 Colonial

Burnham Park Pool

30 Erskine

Internal Meetings
0 Met with Jillian, Joe and Troy to discuss tree work.
0 Met with Kristin and Jillian to discuss Monthly progress etc.

Problem

2 Oak trees to be
removed for in ground
Utilities

Suckers blocking
Sidewalk

Complaint received

Tree in need of
removal and Pruning
Conduit repair under
trees

Tree dropping
Branches

Sav-a-tree noted
lantern fly on maples
Deadwood dropping

6. Resident Tree Issues

a. Liberty Street tree — has suckers.

o ACTION: ED will add required maintenance to Tree Plotter with deadline for May

1

o ACTION: KA/ ED / Town administrator to coordinate communication with Tree
Crew to support sucker maintenance or other minimal effort resident tree issues.

Resolution

Inspection in process

Crew will remove
Inspection needed

Crew will complete
work

TBD if tree removal is
necessary

3rd inspection needed

No action needed

Crew to complete
work

0 Medium tree removal begins after Foote’s and residential stumps are completed
o Morristown to send out letters (pending)

Status

Pending

Pending
Pending
Pending
Pending
Pending
Complete

Pending

b. 42 Sherman Place — waiting on check before scheduling work.
c. ACTION: KA to walk with ED in business district, look for regrinding and planted.

Wednesday April 26th, 9am — 11am
ACTION: PZ to outline South Street planting plan — PZ to review in May.

o

e. Mills Street planting plan — KM presented initial thoughts:
o ACTION: KM to continue efforts toward a master plan. Identify lots that could
accommodate trees in front yard in lieu of in narrow planting strip.

7. Invasive

a. Walk with Evan for TOH treatment path 5.17

8. Parks Report

a. Burnham Park — PZ



a. ACTION: KA and PZ to walk Burnham Park to review planting areas.
b. Foote’s Pond - Dead tree and Ash removal
a. Boy Scout proposed plant protection project, targeting fall. Some existing
temporary protection structures.
ACTION: STC to inspect existing structures.
c. Budd Park 10™ anniversary garden
d. Jersey Cottage — forest reforestation pending

9. Business District
a. Planting at Town Hall
SL recommends targeting fall 2023 — space needs to be prepped which will take time.

10. Partnerships
a. Foote’s Pond Wood reclamation project — SL updates
MOTION to approve Eagle Scout project in Footes Pond wood.

o VOTE: unanimously approved.
b. GIGM - shrub request/donation — fragrant sumac for side slope of garden. 12-15 plants.
MOTION to investigate inclusion of sumac plants in final plant order for Budd Park

planting depending on budget constraints.

o VOTE: unanimously approved.

c. Rotary Club tree donation / Arbor Day — see notes above
d. Burnham Park Association — PZ
b. Harmonium Choir
e Schedule: June 3, 7:30pm — PZ and... | June 4, 3pm - RB and ...
e. Great Swamp Watershed Assaociation
o Volunteer opportunities — first week in May before plant pick ups
o Will be held at Sue and John Landau’s house, 128 James Street, May 6. 1-3pm.
11. Grants

a. Earth Day celebration tree planting - NJ Tree Foundation — 40 tree donation
o April 19, 9am, Pocahontas Park — pending
o Town Council is supporting
b. One Tree Planted — submitted for planting at Elliot Park, removal of invasives and re-
seed. Scheduled for April 22, Town Council is supporting. 10am — 1pm.
c. DEP Inflation Reduction Act Grant for riparian buffer restoration/JC reforestation
Proposal: $150,000 for Jersey Cottage reforestation

Proposal: remediate riparian buffer from Granby to Pocahontas.

Gives 5 years to complete project. Both are in ward 2, reforestation, riparian buffer,
watershed. Whippany River is one of dirtiest in NJ due to run-off.

o ACTION: PZ to map out areas to include in grant for cleanup.

o ACTION: KA to reach out to partners, coordinate pricing with Andrew Hipolit,
Carolle Huber
MOTION to pursue Inflation Reduction Act Grant — June 1.

VOTE: approved unanimously

d. NJUCF Planting grant — July 2023



12. Awareness
a. Beautiful Tree contest — PZ
ACTION: PZ to start up advertising this month.

13. Liaison Update

a. Council — Councilwoman Cotton

b. Zoning Board — RJ & Evan tracking
o 23 South (5 owed) / removal / reimbursement of two Callery Pears - pending
o The Field Club — Evan confirming these are not public trees - pending

c. Planning
o Ridgedale — new dispensary, replacing trees. Great to find places on Ridgedale

to plant those trees.
ACTION: RJ to submit STC letter to remind Planning Board of key items of concern to

STC.

14. General Business
a. Actions
b. STC 10-year anniversary
o Budd Park plan moving forward, not as big as hoped, but a great starting point!
o Met with Carolle Huber, setting up plan.
c. Native Ordinance — tabled to May. Once passed at the STC, it will be submitted to Town
Council for review and approval.
d. April 25 Council Meeting — Mayor to present Earth Day proclamation
e. Morris Plains STC — KA met with Morris Plains STC to get acquainted and see if they
wanted to join in with any of our meet/greets with local STC
f. DEP — DPW training — KA met with NJ Forestry Council to discuss the need for DPW
tree workers to become trained by the State in appropriate tree care. The Forestry
Council brought the issue to stake holders and it was agreed that this needs to happen
to properly protect and care for our tree canopies. Forestry Council to create a program
so that DPW learns: right tree right place, proper pruning, how to plant a tree, hazard
tree identification and proper tool procedures.
[ ]

15. New Business
CEU’s — who is going to track
Miller Road residents need letters advising them that trees will be placed in 2 years

Adjourn: 9:55pm
ACTION ITEMS SUMMARY:

Arborist Action ltems:
e Continue great work coordinating with Tree crew and Town

STC Action Items:
e High Priority - RB to discuss potential strategy with KA about advocating for keeping
200 year old red oak tree over solar panels at JCPL parking deck on Madison Ave.
o |dentify additional volunteers for Harmonium table.




e PZto map out 2023 Beautiful Tree Competition schedule. Set up meeting with Kristen W
about coordination with Marketing Team. Start advertising in the next month
e RJto submit STC letter to remind Planning Board of key items of concern to STC.

Work Calendar:

e United Methodist Church — Harmonium Choir concert — June 3 @ 7:30pm and June 4 @
3pm

2023 Planting / 10-year Anniversary Planning (Target Completion by Summer 2023)

e Business District

e KA to count open tree wells in business district to finalize budget for business

district planting

e Budd Park

¢ KA to continue Budd Park planning
e Speedwell Ave

e RB to initiate planning for tree planting plan on Speedwell Ave, support by RN
e South Street

e PZtoinitiate planning for tree planting on South Street, support by SL and MR
e Mills Street

o KM to initiate planning for tree planting on Mills Street, support by PZ

Ongoing Action Items For all STC members:
e STC to calculate hours for this past month and send to PZ.
e STC to achieve CEUs through various pathways. Goal is to achieve 1 CEU per year.
e STC to identify potential STC members from Wards 2 and 4.




