
Shade Tree Commission of Morristown  
As established by the Town of Morristown Ord. No. O-2-2013; Ord. No. O-12-2017 
 

Meeting Minutes 
May 15, 2023 
7PM, 200 South Street, Morristown, NJ 
 
1. Roll Call  
 

 Name Role email address Volunteer 
Hours  
(Mar 22 – Apr 18) 

X Kristin Ace (KA) Chair k-ace@townofmorristown.org  57 

X Robert Bell (RB) Vice Chair robert.j.bell.92@gmail.com  18 

O Paula Zimin (PZ) Secretary pz.stc.morristown@gmail.com   

X Michael Rockland 
(MR) 

Member rockland@amerstudies.rutgers.edu  2 

X Robert Norkin (RN) Member judyudi@yahoo.com  10 

 (Open)    

 (Open)    

X Ken MacBain Alternate kmacbain@gmail.com   10 

X Susan Landau (SL) Alternate slandau.stc@gmail.com  24 

X Tawanna Cotton 
(TC) 

Town Council 
Liaison 

t-cotten@townofmorristown.org - 

O Evan Dilluvio Town Arborist shadetree@townofmorristown.org - 

X  = PRESENT / O = ABSENT 
 
2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) 
Acknowledged. This meeting was conducted in accordance with the NJ Open Public Meetings 
act.  
 
3. Approve March & April 2023 Meeting Minutes 
approved 
 
4. Open Public Portion (limited to 5 minutes per individual) 
 
Ardith Runckel 
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21 Cleveland Street 
Requests a parking spot be allowed next to her neighbors 5 car driveway so that her husband 
who has Parkinson’s Disease can get to their home. They have a driveway on the other side of 
the house but it is next to a fence and difficult for her husband to manage with his condition. She 
will put in a permeable surface. She does not want to hurt the Callery Pear nearby, but truly 
needs to spot.  
 
ACTION: 
STC & Evan to set a meet up date to look at the spot with Ms. Runckel and vote at the June 
meeting. 
 
  
5. Arborist Report 

• Business District tree issues  

• 11 Cattano- several dead trees on Cattano that need removal 

• 26 Washington - pending 

• 40 Speedwell 

• Horseshoe Tavern – underground electrical issues that need to be addressed from when 
the trees were placed 2 years ago. Morristown Partnership to determined where the 
electrical lines are before Arborist can decide whether the trees need to be removed for 
the repair work – pending  

• 150-152 Speedwell 

• Tree lost a large branch due to wind storm, Tree Crew did clean cut 

• Monthly meeting with Jillian & Evan 
JB will write order for tree crew to complete sucker tree work 

ED to teach KA how to put order in for work to be seen by him 

M Station: JB to write letter of no pesticide use on our trees even for 

SLF/confirmed that all honey locust must be replaced 

JB confirmed that pesticides are being used at the Burnham Pool 

No Mow May – further discussion needed 

JB confirmed the DOT will remove Ailanthus trees next year after we treat them 

this year 

 

 

• Business District stump grid – bid at Engineering 
 

Morristown          Evan Dilluvio 

Forester’s Report         5/12/23 

May 2023 

 

Miscellaneous 

• Inspected numerous trees per homeowner requests via email, phone calls 

• Tree plotter work 
o Updated tree plotter for pruning and new removals 

• Arbor Day Trees celebration on May 6 went well 

• Medium tree removal begins after Foote’s is completed 



• KA and ED walked business district 

• Tree pit grinding/soil replacement RFP draft submitted to engineering.  Awaiting final 
version to advertising 

Internal Meetings 

• Met with Jillian, Joe and Troy to discuss tree work. 

• Met with Kristin and Jillian to discuss Monthly progress etc. 

•  
 Field Inspections 

Address Problem Resolution Status 

AHS on Morris 2 Oak trees to be removed 
for in ground Utilities 

KA and ED Met with them.  Will 
see if work can be completed 
without removal 

Closed 

Business district Suckers on street trees 
causing trip hazard in 
Business district 

ED and JB directed crew to 
perform sucker removals 
ASAP, Started on 5/11/23 

On going 

74 Mills St Dead tree, 2 inch Inspection needed Pending 

Community 
Gardens Trees 

Tree in need of removal 
and Pruning 

Crew will complete work Pending 

670 Morris Conduit repair under trees TBD if tree removal is 
necessary 

Pending 

20 Colonial  Trees dropping Branches 
on entire block 

Crew dead wooded on 5/12/23  Closed 

154 Franklin Large branch removed Crew did not perform Closed 

150 Speedwell Branch hanging Removed by crew Closed 

45 Wetmore Wants new trees planted KA put on list for future planting Closed 

Misc. addresses Tree not leafing out etc. Oaks slow to leaf out, met with 
residents 

Closed 

7-11 tree in 
ROW 

Newly planted tree by 7-11 
declining 

Planning Board Arborist Report 
will be submitted with tree 
condition stated 

Pending 

M Station Trees in poor condition Planning Board Arborist report 
will be written 

Pending 
 

Tree Crew Projects: 

• Crew worked in Foote’s Pond dead wooding Ash and other Hazard Trees 
o Chipping will be started as discussed 

• Medium tree removal will start in June-July 
 

6. Resident Tree Issues  
a. 77 ½ Mills 

Walter and Rose Piccalo 
MOTION: 
To allow the removal of the Zelkova tree in front of 77 1/2 Mills Street 
VOTE:  
Unanimous No 
 

b. 101 Maple Avenue 
Ms. Amanda Abdelsayed 
MOTION: 
To agree to remove Maple tree in front of 101 Maple 
VOTE: 
RJB – no 



MR – yes 
BN – no 
KA – no 
 
MOTION: 
To allow the tree removal of Maple tree in front of 101 Maple Avenue contingent on the Board of 
Adjustments variance approval to allow driveway in front yard 
VOTE: 
RJB – no 
KA – no 
BN – yes 
MR – yes 
Tie vote needed the alternate Ken MacBain to break it 
KM – yes 
Motion carries 
ACTION: KA will send notice to James Campbell  
 

c. 42 Sherman Place – waiting on check before scheduling work.  
 

7. Invasive 
a. Walk with Evan for TOH treatment path 5.17  

 
8. Parks Report 

a. Jacob Ford invasive work 
STC needs help in this park 

b. Burnham Park 
Resident emailed about a tree needing vines cut out of it.  
ACTION: KA will find the tree and window cut the vine 

c. Budd Park 10th anniversary garden 
Carolle Huber’s contract was approved and she will have our design ready next 
week. KA will then bring to Jillian Barrick for review. KA will bring to STC in June 
and then work will commence. 

d. Jersey Cottage – forest reforestation pending IRA Grant 
e. Mulch for trees in parks 

• Dates set for STC to mulch the trees in William Gramby, Lidgerwood, Jacob Ford are 
6.3, 6.10, 6.24 

• ACTION: KA to find out how many trees in each park and ask Joe Curlo how much 
mulch we will need. 

• ACTION: KA to set mulch drop off with Joe Curlo 

• ACTION: SL to set up volunteer sign up for each park date 
       
 
9. Business District  

a. Planting at Town Hall – to do in the fall 
ACTION: KA to reach out to Rotary to plan hands on help with this and other projects 

b. Burnham Park Pool 

• ACTION: KA to confirm if lawn treatment was used at pool. ED to send email.   

• Completed: lawn around Burnham Pool is being treated with fertilizer and chemicals to 
kill ants and bees. STC is unhappy with this, but it is not our purview. We recognize that 
these insect killing chemicals are linked to cancer and also kill our pollinators.  

c. Morristown Hospital 
KA & ED met with Patrick Burke, Director of Engineering, of the Morristown Medical 

Center to discuss the possibility of saving the two large Oak trees on hospital property. 

The hospital must dig a trench to feed cable from one part of the hospital to another for 



solar panels. Unfortunately, the only place to dig is through the root system of the 

gigantic old Oaks. Mr. Burke agreed to dig without removing the trees in the hopes that 

the digging will not kill them. 

 
10. Partnerships 

a. Foote’s Pond Wood reclamation project – SL updates 
b. Rotary Club tree donation / Arbor Day – one member of Rotary was unhappy with the 

tree size so the STC will purchase a 4” caliber Red Maple to put near the original. That 
tree will now be the Rotary tree. Tree to be placed on 5.24 before the Rotary celebration 
on 5.28 

c. Rotary Club wants to volunteer time for hands on help 
ACTION: KA to reach out to schedule 

d. Harmonium Choir 
Schedule: June 3, 7:30pm – PZ and… | June 4, 3pm – RB and … 

 

 
11. Grants 

a. DEP Inflation Reduction Act Grant for riparian buffer restoration/JC reforestation – grant 
application almost complete – full details of grant ask to be discussed in June 

b. NJUCF Planting grant – July 2023 – not going out for this if we get the IRA grant 
 

12. Awareness 
a. Beautiful Tree contest – on hold until Paula comes back from her hiatus 

 

13. Liaison Update 
a. Council – Councilwoman Cotton 
b. Zoning Board – RJ & Evan tracking  

o 23 South (5 owed) / removal / reimbursement of two Callery Pears - pending 
c. Planning Board 

• KA reached out to President Joe Stanley to ask if there is a waive of the Design 
Standards on any recent applications and if so why. Mr. Stanley said that there was not 
and that the Planning Board fully respects and supports the STC. KA told Mr. Stanley 
that the STC appreciated their support and partnership. 

 
14. General Business 

a. Actions 
b. Native Ordinance – tabled to July. Once passed at the STC, it will be submitted to Town 

Council for review and approval.  
c. DEP – DPW training – KA met with NJ Forestry Council to discuss the need for DPW 

tree workers to become trained by the State in appropriate tree care. The Forestry 
Council brought the issue to stake holders and it was agreed that this needs to happen 
to properly protect and care for our tree canopies. Forestry Council to create a program 
so that DPW learns: right tree right place, proper pruning, how to plant a tree, hazard 
tree identification and proper tool procedures. 

d. Paula Zimin is taking a hiatus from her role on the STC until she settles into her new job 
after the June meeting 
 

15. New Business 
CEU’s – who is going to track 
Miller Road residents need letters advising them that trees will be placed in 2 years 



 

 
Adjourn: 10:00pm 
 
ACTION ITEMS SUMMARY: 
 
Arborist Action Items: 

 

STC Action Items: 

• STC & Evan to set a meet up date to look at the spot with Ms. Runkle of 21 Cleveland 
Street before the June meeting - pending 

• KA will email JB regarding the request of Troy Tuttle meeting / complete: JB does not 
wish to have a meeting & will discuss with Mr. Tuttle  

• KA will send notice to James Campbell regarding vote of 101 Maple / complete 5.18 

• KA will find the tree in Burnham Park and window cut the vine 

• KA to find out how many trees in each park and ask Joe Curlo how much mulch we will 
need. 

• KA to set mulch drop for park trees with Joe Curlo 

• SL to set up volunteer sign up for each mulch park date  

• KA to reach out to schedule Rotary hands on help / pending– waiting for response 

•  
 

Work Calendar: 

• United Methodist Church – Harmonium Choir concert – June 3 @ 7:30pm and June 4 @ 
3pm 

• Park tree mulching – 6.3, 6.10, 6.24 
 
2023 Planting / 10-year Anniversary Planning (Target Completion by Summer 2023) 

• Budd Park 

• KA to continue Budd Park planning 

• Speedwell Ave 

• RB has finished for tree planting plan on Speedwell Ave 

• South Street 

• ???? to initiate planning for tree planting on South Street, support by SL  

• Mills Street 

• KM has finished planning for tree planting on Mills Street 
 

 
Ongoing Action Items For all STC members: 

• STC to calculate hours for this past month and send to KA.  

• STC to achieve CEUs through various pathways. Goal is to achieve 1 CEU per year. 

• STC to identify potential STC members from Wards 2 and 4.  
 
 
 
 

 


