Shade Tree Commission of Morristown
As established by the Town of Morristown Ord. No. O-2-2013; Ord. No. O-12-2017

Meeting Minutes
June,20, 2023
7PM, 200 South Street, Morristown, NJ

1. Roll Call
Name Role email address Volunteer
Hours
(Mar 22 — Apr 18)
X Kristin Ace (KA) Chair k-ace @townofmorristown.org 41.5
X Robert Bell (RB) Vice Chair robert.j.bell.92@gmail.com 17
0] Paula Zimin (PZ) Secretary pz.stc.morristown@gmail.com
X Michael Rockland Member rockland@amerstudies.rutgers.edu 10
(MR)
X Robert Norkin (RN) [ Member judyudi@yahoo.com 7
(Open)
(Open)
X Ken MacBain Alternate kmacbain@gmail.com 9
@) Susan Landau (SL) | Alternate slandau.stc@gmail.com 15
X Tawanna Cotton Town Council t-cotten@townofmorristown.org -
(TC) Liaison
O Evan Dilluvio Town Arborist | shadetree@townofmorristown.org -

X = PRESENT /O = ABSENT

2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law)
Acknowledged. This meeting was conducted in accordance with the NJ Open Public Meetings
act.

3. Approve May 2023 Meeting Minutes
approved

4. Open Public Portion (limited to 5 minutes per individual)

Mr. White

31 Conklin Street

Wants to remove a Tulip Poplar on a slope in the Town right of way. Is concerned that it is too
close to the sewer and water line / concerned that it will impact his driveway/ thinks it is not
healthy.
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Tree value assessed at $4,500

Town Arborist found the tree healthy / STC’s training shows that trees only bother water &
sewer lines if the line itself is broken. Arborist and STC feel that if the tree were to be removed
that the entire slope would dissolve /The water runoff would flood the street and houses at the
end of the street. This tree can drink 9000 gallons of rain water a year.

MOTION:
To deny the residents request to take down the tree.

VOTE:
Approved unanimously / resident cannot remove the tree

5. Arborist Report
Business District stump grid — bid is out and due on June 28
Horseshoe Tavern — trees to be removed and placed on Morris Street / STC will replant
once the electrical issue is resolved
M Station — all 21 Honey Locust trees must be replaced.
ACTION: ED to reach out to James Campbell to let him know that M Station has

not complied with the STC.

ACTION: ED to look at the health of the Maples along Spring at M Station

55 % Sussex Ave — tree was unlawfully pruned and is essentially now dead. A
ACTION: KA to reach out to Property Maintenance to serve with a fine to the

property owner for destruction of property. STC would like the full $1,500 fine
plus $500.00 for the tree.

Monthly meeting with Jillian & Evan
JB tells us that the Town cannot take care of its green spaces / more discussion

needed

Morristown Evan Dilluvio
Forester’s Report 6/20/23
June 2023
Miscellaneous
Inspected numerous trees per homeowner requests via email, phone calls
Tree plotter work
Updated tree plotter for pruning and new removals
Medium tree removal began
KA and ED Tree of Heaven route
Tree pit grinding/soil replacement RFP out for bid. Due June 28.
Tree watering by Cerbo has begun
Worked with Engineering to figure out ROW on streets

Internal Meetings
Met with Kristin and Jillian to discuss Monthly progress etc.

Field Inspections Problem Resolution Status
Address
Business district Suckers on street On going sucker On going

trees causing trip removal



hazard in Business
district

Foote’s Pond Dead Ash/Elm along Removal by Crew Pending
overlook

33 Harrison Heartwood Crew Removal Pending
decay/Hazardous Pin
Oak

31 Conklin Owner wants tulip STC Vote Pending
poplar removed

670 Morris Conduit repair under ~ TBD if tree removal is  Pending
trees necessary

21 Cleveland Resident requesting STC Vote Pending
sidewalk cut and
sidewalk access for
handicap

Business district Pear  Removals of poor Crew remove and Closed

removals pears for replanting grind
this fall

12 Tuxedo PI Limb hit by truck Crew cleaned up Closed

James St Ash Dead Ash on James County will remove Pending

Misc. addresses Numerous tree Inspections ongoing Pending
complaints

Dead Ash on Western  Dead Ash on Western  Looking into if owned  Pending
@ Washington by Morristown
hazardous

M Station Trees in poor Planning Board Pending

condition and trees
hit by car

6. Resident Tree Issues

a. 21 Cleveland Ave

Arborist report
compiled and
submitted

VOTE: Motion to allow the resident to move forward with request to Zoning Board with
her driveway application as her idea does not affect the tree in question.
ACTION: KA to email James Campbell of Zoning to let him know
b. 42 Sherman Place — check received
ACTION: ED to have Joe Curlo to call JCPL to remove the tree asap and before the tree
begins to fruit
C. 79 % James —tree is a hazard and must come down
ACTION: ED to have Joe Curlo call the County to remove

7. Invasive
a. TOH treatment path confirmed with 9 stops / need to add the back of Town Hall
ACTION: KA to reach out to Mike Van Clef about where we are on the schedule

8. Parks Report

a. Mulch for trees in parks in William Gramby, 6.24, 10:00AM
ACTION: KA to set 2 yard mulch drop off with Joe Curlo
b. Jacob Ford invasive work
STC needs help in this park
c. Burnham Park
Resident emailed about a tree needing vines cut out of it.



ACTION: RJ will find the tree and window cut the vine

d. Foote’s Pond Wood — still waiting for the chipping to be done

e. Budd Park 10" anniversary garden
Plan is now set / waiting for Anthony Devizio to approve the path / meeting with
Jillian Barrick on 6.28 to show her the plan

f. Jersey Cottage — forest reforestation pending IRA Grant

9. Business District

a. Planting at Town Hall — Rotary may possibly help with the prep of the site / plants can’t
be planned or ordered until the site is ready and the water system is repaired

b. Burnham Park Pool
lawn around Burnham Pool is being treated with fertilizer and chemicals to kill ants and
bees. STC is unhappy with this, but it is not our purview. We recognize that these insect
killing chemicals are linked to cancer and kill our pollinators. Councilwoman Cotten and
the STC will pursue getting this practice discontinued.

10. Partnerships
a. Foote’s Pond Wood reclamation project

11. Grants
a. DEP Inflation Reduction Act Grant for riparian buffer restoration/JC reforestation — grant
application almost complete — full details of grant ask to be discussed in June
b. NJUCF Planting grant — July 2023 — not going out for this
c. William J. Porter Grant - $2,500 — RJ sent application in for Orchard Playground

12. Awareness
Beautiful Tree contest — on hold until Paula comes back from her hiatus

13. Liaison Update
a. Council — Councilwoman Cotton
b. Zoning Board — RJ & Evan tracking
o 23 South (5 owed) / removal / reimbursement of two Callery Pears - pending
c. Planning Board
o ED and RJ will reach out to Zoning and Planning to find out what projects have
been approved and when the money owed to the STC is expected

14. General Business
a. Actions
b. Native Ordinance — tabled to July. Once passed at the STC, it will be submitted to Town
Council for review and approval.
c. CEUs
MR -5

KA -5
RB-5
ACTION: RJ will create a Google Doc for all of us to add our CEU trainings onto

d. The STC has decided to wait to put the New Tree signs in the spring of 2024 on the
tress of the fall planting of 2023. We will each take 10-15 trees. KA will create the tree
labels over the winter.

15. New Business




o Miller Road residents need letters advising them that trees will be placed in 2
years

o Board of Education to possibly remove 5 healthy trees in the front of one of the
schools to create a bigger parking area. KM will attend their meetings to discuss
the negative aspects of this idea with the hope that they will not remove the
trees. While the School Board does not have to comply with Town Zoning laws,
25% parking lot coverage is a land use law and can’t be ignored, so if they
removed the trees, they must plant new ones to shade the parking area.

Adjourn: 9:40
ACTION ITEMS SUMMARY:

Arborist Action Items:
reach out to James Campbell to let him know that M Station has not complied with the
STC.
¢ ook at the health of the Maples along Spring at M Station
have Joe Curlo call the County to remove tree at 79 % James Street
have Joe Curlo to call JCPL to remove the tree asap and before the tree begins to fruit

STC Action Items:
*KA to set 2 yard mulch drop for Gramby Park with Joe Curlo / complete 6.21
*KA to reach out to Property Maintenance to serve with a fine to the property owner for
destruction of property at 55 % Sussex / complete 6.21
*KA to email James Campbell of Zoning to let him know 21 Cleveland vote / complete
6.21
*KA to reach out to Mike Van Clef about where we are on the schedule / complete — he
will get back to us
*RB will find the tree in Burnham Park and window cut the vine

Work Calendar:
e Gramby Park tree mulching — 6.24 /10AM-12noon

2023 Planting / 10-year Anniversary Planning (Target Completion by Summer 2023)
e Budd Park
e KA to continue Budd Park planning
o Speedwell Ave
¢ RB has finished for tree planting plan on Speedwell Ave
e South Street
e 7?7?77 to initiate planning for tree planting on South Street, support by SL
o Mills Street
e KM has finished planning for tree planting on Mills Street

Ongoing Action Items For all STC members:
e STC to calculate hours for this past month and send to KA.
e STC to achieve CEUs through various pathways. Goal is to achieve 1 CEU per year.
e STC to identify potential STC members from Wards 2 and 4.




