
Shade Tree Commission of Morristown  
As established by the Town of Morristown Ord. No. O-2-2013; Ord. No. O-12-2017 
 

Meeting Minutes 
July 18, 2023 
7PM, 200 South Street, Morristown, NJ 
 
1. Roll Call  
 

 Name Role email address Volunteer 
Hours  
(Mar 22 – Apr 18) 

X Kristin Ace (KA) Chair k-ace@townofmorristown.org  30.5 

X Robert Bell (RB) Vice Chair robert.j.bell.92@gmail.com  15 

O Paula Zimin (PZ) Secretary pz.stc.morristown@gmail.com   

X Michael Rockland 
(MR) 

Member rockland@amerstudies.rutgers.edu  6 

O Robert Norkin (RN) Member judyudi@yahoo.com   

 (Open)    

 (Open)    

X Ken MacBain Alternate kmacbain@gmail.com    

X Susan Landau (SL) Alternate slandau.stc@gmail.com  18 

O Tawanna Cotton 
(TC) 

Town Council 
Liaison 

t-cotten@townofmorristown.org - 

X Evan Dilluvio Town Arborist shadetree@townofmorristown.org - 

X  = PRESENT / O = ABSENT 
 
2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) 
Acknowledged. This meeting was conducted in accordance with the NJ Open Public Meetings 
act.  
 
3. Approve June 2023 Meeting Minutes 
approved 
 
4. Open Public Portion (limited to 5 minutes per individual) 
 
Mike Brown – resident interested in joining the STC sat in  
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5. Arborist Report 

• Monthly meeting with Jillian & Evan: 

•  
o Budd Park: JB will set up resident info session for Budd 

Park plan asap / KA and ED to walk Budd and mark trees 
to be completely removed and trees to save. ED to have 
JC cut fencing out of trees to save / ED to show tree crew 
vine to cut in center trees / KA to show JC invasive shrubs 
to remove / ED to review Catalpa tree to free from fencing 

o Jacob Ford: KA to work with JC regarding knotweed 
removal, invasive removal, lifting shrubs. KA to send AD 
info on water channeling from next door building prevented 

o Tree Crew: STC sounded out support for Brian to become 
new supervisor 

o M Station: still waiting for Honey Locust to be replaced / JB 
checking status of no tree treatment compliance 

o GIGM: JB will check in with JC about clean up 
o 77 ½ Mills: JB will check with JC about mulch placement 
o TOH in car shop on Flagler: KA to reach out to Property 

Management. KA to get photo to JB first 
o JB approves announcement for invasive ordinance 
o JB will give KA one DPW person each day for one hour to 

train on invasive and weed removal. Date to begin TBD 
o Town Hall planting to be changed and area to be seeded 

with grass 

• Business Stump grind: bid was accepted, but ED having issues 
with compliance on soil sample proof 

• M Station – all 21 Honey Locust trees must be replaced.  
ACTION: ED to reach out to James Campbell to let him know that 

M Station has not complied with the STC. 

• 2023 Fall Planting: 
Species to consider: Hackberry, Yellowwood, Willow Oak, Red 

Maple, Hop Hornbeam, American Hornbeam (under), White Oak, 

Kentucky Coffee, Fringe (under)  

ACTION – ED and KA to walk and decide species 7.26/ 9-11AM 

• Bacterial Leaf Scorch: 
ACTION: ED to find out from Ralph Panei how to get a sample of 

our Oak to Rutgers for testing 

• 55 ½ Sussex Ave – tree was unlawfully pruned and is now dead.  
ACTION: KA to reach out to JB to send awareness letter 

• ROW: were trees removed from the Early Street senior building 
along the bus route Town trees. 
ACTION: KA to ask AD 

 

 

 
 Morristown Evan Dilluvio  
Forester’s Report 6/20/23  
June 2023  
Miscellaneous  



o Inspected numerous trees per homeowner requests via email, phone calls  

o Tree plotter work  
o Updated tree plotter for pruning and new removals  
o Medium tree removal began  

o KA and ED Tree of Heaven route  

o Tree pit grinding/soil replacement RFP out for bid. Due June 28.  

o Tree watering by Cerbo has begun  

o Worked with Engineering to figure out ROW on streets  
 
Internal Meetings  

o Met with Kristin and Jillian to discuss Monthly progress etc.  
 

Field Inspections 
Address  

Problem  Resolution  Status  

Business district  Suckers on street 
trees causing trip 
hazard in Business 
district  

On going sucker 
removal  

On going  

Foote’s Pond  Dead Ash/Elm along 
overlook  

Removal by Crew  Pending  

33 Harrison  Heartwood 
decay/Hazardous Pin 
Oak  

Crew Removal  Pending  

31 Conklin  Owner wants tulip 
poplar removed  

STC Vote  Pending  

670 Morris  Conduit repair under 
trees  

TBD if tree removal is 
necessary  

Pending  

21 Cleveland  Resident requesting 
sidewalk cut and 
sidewalk access for 
handicap  

STC Vote  Pending  

Business district Pear 
removals  

Removals of poor 
pears for replanting 
this fall  

Crew remove and 
grind  

Closed  

12 Tuxedo Pl  Limb hit by truck  Crew cleaned up  Closed  
James St Ash  Dead Ash on James  County will remove  Pending  
Misc. addresses  Numerous tree 

complaints  
Inspections ongoing  Pending  

Dead Ash on Western  Dead Ash on Western 
@ Washington 
hazardous  

Looking into if owned 
by Morristown  

Pending  

M Station  Trees in poor 
condition and trees 
hit by car  

Planning Board 
Arborist report 
compiled and 
submitted  

Pending  

 

 
 

6. Resident Tree Issues  
 

a. 42 Sherman Place – Joe Curlo to called JCPL to remove the tree asap and before the 
tree begins to fruit 

 



7. Invasive 
a. TOH  

• Trees missed at Jacob Ford, Burnham Park, bridge on Normandy 
at edge of Town line.  
ACTION: KA to ask JB if we can hire Ryan Moore to cut these 

small ones and paint the trunks this year before they get bigger.  

• Temple B’nai Or on Overlook has many large TOH and have 
asked Susan for help. 
ACTION: When we get the quote from Ryan Moore for our work, 
we will also have him write up one for Temple B’nai Or. 

 

8. Parks Report 
 

a. Jacob Ford invasive work 
STC work day Sunday October 1st / 10AM-12PM 

b. Burnham Park 
RJ cut the vine but it is in a sea of invasives.  

ACTION: RJ to show KA so that she can ask JC to mow the whole area down 

until we know how best to remediate 

c. Foote’s Pond Wood – SL asks that the chipping be done in the winter now 
d. Budd Park 10th anniversary garden: Town has gone applied for a path grant 
e. Pocahontas Clean Up: Saturday Oct 14th 10AM-12PM 

ACTION: KA to reach out to Councilman Silva about getting coffee and donuts 

sponsored by Rico Pan.  

ACTION: KA to reach out to Mercer to see if they would like to participate  

    

 
9. Business District  

a. Burnham Park Pool – PENDING ACTION 

• lawn around Burnham Pool is being treated with fertilizer and 
chemicals to kill ants and bees. STC is unhappy with this, but it is 
not our purview. We recognize that these insect killing chemicals 
are linked to cancer and kill our pollinators. Councilwoman Cotten 
and the STC will pursue getting this practice discontinued. 

 
10. Partnerships 

a. Foote’s Pond Wood reclamation project 
VOTE: Motion to approve two separate volunteer work dates below for FoFPW 

Unanimous: Yes 

*Jersey Cares: 10.5 / 9:30-12:30 

*ADP: 10.19 or 10.20 / time TBD 

ACTION: KA to let JB know the details 

b. BPA – KM has now taken over as liaison 
c. GIGM – County Trail Grant 

This grant is being used for Budd Park. The STC supports GIGM to apply for this again 
next year. 

 
11. Grants 



a. DEP Inflation Reduction Act Grant for riparian buffer restoration/JC reforestation - 
pending  

b. NJUCF Forestry Inventory grant – July 2023  
c. William J. Porter Grant - $2,500 – RJ sent application in for Orchard Playground 

 

12. Awareness 
 Invasive Ordinance awareness:  

ACTION: SL and RJB to create verbiage for town wide send out with the purpose of awareness 

and bringing people on board/getting their help 

ACTION: KA to ask JB how best to get the word out 

13. Liaison Update 
a. Council – Councilwoman Cotton 
b. Zoning Board  
c. Planning Board 

 

14. General Business 
a. Actions  
b. Native Ordinance – the STC has decided that our invasive ordinance covers what we 

most need to get help with and will not move forward with a native ordinance 
 
15. New Business 
 

o Miller Road residents need letters advising them that trees will be placed in 2 
years – pending  

o VOTE: Motion to support resident Rebecca to create a labyrinth in Budd Park 
Unanimous: Yes 

 

Adjourn: 9:30 
 
ACTION ITEMS SUMMARY: 
 
Arborist Action Items: 

• reach out to James Campbell to let him know that M Station has 
not complied with the STC. 

• look at the health of the Maples along Spring at M Station 

• ED to find out from Ralph Panei how to get a sample of our Oak to 
Rutgers for testing 

 

STC Action Items: 

• KA to give JB verbiage for Property Maintenance to send to the 
property owner regarding Town tree care 

• KA to ask AD ROW: were trees removed from the Early Street 
senior building along the bus route Town trees. complete: 
pending reply 

• When we get the quote from Ryan Moore for our work, we will 
also have him write up one for Temple B’nai Or. 

• KA to ask JB if we can hire Ryan Moore to cut and stump treat the 
few TOH missed. Complete 7.19 pending quote 

• KA to reach out to Councilman Silva about getting coffee and 
donuts sponsored by Rico Pan for Pocahontas clean up 



• KA to reach out to Mercer to see if they would like to participate in 
Pocahontas clean up     

• KA to let JB know the details of FoFPW volunteer days 

• SL and RJB to create verbiage for town wide send out with the 
purpose of awareness and bringing people on board/getting their 
help 

• KA to ask JB how best to get the word out 

• RJ to show KA the Burnham Park invasive area so that she can 
ask JC to mow the whole area down until we know how best to 
remediate 
 

 

Work Calendar: 

• ED & KA to walk for Fall planting species 7.26/ 9-11AM 

• Jacob Ford invasive removal: Sunday 10.1 /10am-12pm 

• Foote’s Pond Wood: Jersey Cares 10.5 / 9:30am-12:30pm 

• Pocahontas Park clean up: Saturday 10.14 10am-12pm 

• Foote’s Pond Wood: ADP 10.19 or 10.20 / time TBD 
 
2023 Planting / 10-year Anniversary Planning (Target Completion by Summer 2023) 

• Budd Park 

• KA to continue Budd Park planning 
 

 
Ongoing Action Items For all STC members: 

• STC to calculate hours for this past month and send to KA.  

• STC to achieve CEUs through various pathways. Goal is to 
achieve 1 CEU per year. 

• STC to identify potential STC members from Wards 2 and 4.  
 
 


