
Morristown Shade Tree Commission Meeting Minutes 

Date:  September 11th, 2018 

7 pm  

Room 201/ Town Hall 

 

1. Roll Call: 

In attendance 

• Kristin Ace:  Chair/Secretary 

• JoAnn Casadevall 

• Sandi Mayer 

• Bob Norkin  

• Monica Orecchio 

• Michael Rockland 

• Rich Wolowicz: Arborist 

Absent 

• Deb Regan: Vice Chair 

 

2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) Acknowledged 

 

3. Review of Minutes 

August minutes approved 

4. Open Public Portion  

Resident: Mary Jane and Jock Robertson (mjrusa@aol.com) presented their desire to have the twenty 

(20) year old male Ginko tree removed in front of their home on the public right of way. The tree was 

placed directly in front of their walkway (20 years ago) and they do not like it there. Instead, they 

would like to place a piece of bluestone there so that they can get directly out of their car and walk up 

their walkway. The Robertson’s have a driveway on the other side of their property (Macculloch 

Avenue) that holds many cars and gives them direct access to their home. 

  

 

 

5. Arborist Report 

a. CEU Training By Rich Wolowicz – Hazardous Trees 

Rich Wolowicz covered all different ways to spot a tree that may be a hazard and that may have 

the potential of being a hazard. Each member of the STC who attended received one (1) CEU 

(continuing education unit) for their participation. 

 

b. RFP for 600 tree trim 

The RFP is public 

 

6. Resident tree issues 

a. Bellevue and Grant 

Rich Wolowicz inspected the tree again and let us know that a multi-crotch situation is part of the 

Zelkova’s tree makeup and that there are not any outstanding issues with its health. 
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The STC continues to hold to their previous vote and Not take down a healthy tree.  

 

 

b. 1 Farragut Avenue 

 

VOTE: 

The STC has decided to hold the vote until October to consider other issues that were brought up - the 

size and health of the tree, the other trees along the street, the current driveway accessibility. Each STC 

member will revisit the site and prepare for further discussion and vote for the October 9th meeting. 

 

7. Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 

a. Ash trees to be removed 

Rich Wolowicz is going to meet with Jillian Barrick to discuss a plan of action for Ash removals. 

Status unchanged from the last STC meeting 

 

8. Fall Planting 

RFP should be ready to go out in the next week 

 

9. Awareness 

a. Mayors monthly letter: Monica would like us to see if we can get the Council 

communication information on our STC town page and into the Mayor’s monthly letter 

ACTION complete: Kristin reached out to Kristen Wedderburn (9.12) to see how to proceed 

 
b. http://www.treesaregood.org/treeowner 

Sandi researched the website forwarded to us by Rebecca Feldman and felt that the town would benefit 

from the ability to access it from the STC page. There is much more information on the site than we 

can fit on our page and a great deal of it would pertain to private tree care which the town is beginning 

an awareness program for. 

 

ACTION complete: 9.12 - Kristin will reached out to Jillian Barrick to get permission for the link to 

be put on our STC page 

 

10. Bamboo 

Tabled for October 

 

11. Business District Tree Wells 

The project to go out to bid by the end of September with the expectation of work commencing in 

October. 

 

The tree wells scheduled for remediation (air-spade, boichar, flexipave) are as follows 

S. Park Place  

Market Street 

Maple Ave (from Market to Dehart) 

Cattano 

Speedwell (only one side – opposite Headquarters Plaza from N. Park Place to Sussex Turnpike)  

86-100 tree wells / tree well number to be fully determined after bids are accepted 

 

http://www.treesaregood.org/treeowner


12. Ward reports 

Kristin created a Google Sheet for the Ward reports. Jeff Braemer did a 30 minute tutorial for the STC 

to understand how to use the Google Sheet. Everyone will now input their Ward report information 

before November and we will use it to plan our tree plantings in the future. 

 

13. Fall Festival 

We chose our time slot to be at our STC table with the Town for the Fall Festival. Rich W will lend us 

his “Tree Jeopardy” game for the table. We discussed what is expected of each member while at the 

table. Educate the public on 

a.  mulch volcanoes and hand out brochures 

b. the Emerald Ash Borer 

c. the Spotted Lantern Fly 

d. Flexipave and BioChar 

e. the STC 

ACTION complete: 9.13 - Sandi reached out to Kristen W for a parking pass to place in her car while 

she sets up the STC table 

 

14. Meeting with Jillian Barrick 

a. Jillian will let us know if we can move forward with the Tree Species Book for the Town 

website this year. 

b. We are approved for CORE training. 

c. Moving forward, we are approved to place and remove tree water gators to help our DPW. The 

STC will remove the gators in November with the guidance of Rich Wolowicz. 

 

15. General Business 

a. Team Monday 

Deb will present a light tutorial for the STC to decide if this is a good tool for us to use to track 

projects that we will be instituting in the future.  

 

ACTION: Deb to send Team Monday information to STC 

 

b. CORE Training 

Sandi and Monica will attend CORE training on Friday, October 19th 2018 

 

ACTION completed: Kristin submitted the paper work for registration and payment to the Town of 

Morristown 

 

New Business: 

 

*Bob noticed a tree on private property that had a cavity in it and wanted to know the protocol on how 

we handle that. It is as follows: 

 

STC Protocol for private trees: 

Any private tree issue that we notice is brought to the attention of Rich Wolowicz. In some cases he 

will inspect, but, all cases will be brought to the attention of the Town. The Town will send notice 



residents informing them that they have an issue that needs either immediate attention or kept on a 

watch list. 

 

 

*Bob wondered if the STC could get plastic swirls for new tree trunk protection in the parks– no action 

at this time 

 

 

Adjourn  10:00pm 


