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Morristown Shade Tree Commission Meeting Minutes 

DATE:  January 9, 2018 
7 pm  
Room 201/ Town Hall 

1. Roll Call 
In attendance: 

• Kristin Ace, Chair/Secretary  

• Judy Prendergast  

• Bob Norkin 

• Michael Rockland 

• Richard Wolowicz, Town Arborist 

Absent: 

• Deb Regan, Vice Chair 

2. Statement of compliance with NJ Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law) 
Chair Kristin Ace cited compliance with the O.P.M.A. 

3. Review of Minutes: December 

December minutes were approved for posting 
 
4. Public  
No members of the public were in attendance 
 

Agenda Item 5: Arborist Report 

 
a. Masonic Temple – Michael reached out the President of the Masonic Temple and 

explained our desire to plant trees on their property to shade the sidewalk.  Michael 
was told the VP would be contacting him to set up a meeting. He has not heard from 
them yet and will follow up. 

b. Tree well tunnel idea - TABLED 
  
 
Forester’s Report 
Oct-Dec 2017  
Planting:  
• • Removed stakes from trees from fall 2016 planting locations.  

• • Phone conversations started to take place with Cerbo Nursery re: upcoming planting.  

• • Met with Cerbo to assist them getting the one call notifications made for the CSIP (park). 
plantings done. Also received the proper signature on the forms the state requires for the CSIP project.  

• • CSIP trees were planted as well as the other trees on 22 Colles, Washington Ave, South Street 
and MLK.  

• • CSIP trees were inspected by the state and everything was ok after I sent an updated species 
list.  
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Miscellaneous:  
• • Along with Kristin, transplanted bushes at MHS to be in accord with Fire Department request.  

• • Tree inventory in parks has been completed.  

• • Met with Ralph and subsequently with Kristin, Ralph and Anthony at Gramby Park to discuss 
tree removals for new soccer field. The field was shortened so the Dawn redwood trees were spared.  

• • Started to prepare year end statistics for various reports  
 
Field Inspections: 
ADDRESS  

INQUIRY  FINDINGS  RECOMMENDATIONS  

32 Kings  Split tree  Split pear tree  Remove tree  
Walker & Ralph  Uprooted tree  Tree in yard  JCP&L was contacted 

since spacer cable was 
impacted  

35 & 37 Lake Rd  Trim request  Hardy rubber tree 8”  Put on trim list  
22 Pine  Dead tree  Dead pear 12”  Added to removal list  
53 Washington Ave  Low limbs  Cherry needs 

elevation  
Added to trim list  

54 Western  Removal request  Tree in front yard  Notified owner  
28 Morris Ave  Trim request  On County ROW  County was notified  
23 Washington Ave  Broken limb  Low limb broke by 

contractor  
Town crew elevated 
low limbs  

68 Madison  Dead tree  Private property  Owner/agent was 
notified  

61 Wetmore  Sick tree  Nor Maple 18” with a 
lot of deadwood  

Remove tree, added 
to list  

3 Shady Lane  Dead Tree  Dead Norway maple 
18”  

Remove tree, added 
to list.  

33 Hill St  Dead tree  Private property  Notified agent  
212 Speedwell Ave  S/w complaint  Large ash tree, 

recommendation is to 
remove tree  

Address added to 
removal list.  

 
ACTION: Kristin find out what happened to the company who illegally trimmed the town tree 
on Franklin Street 
 
Agenda Item 6: Sidewalk repair/tree root ordinance 
The STC is comfortable with the ordinance as it stands.  We understand that when a public tree 
is involved with lifting a public sidewalk, that the town will take the responsibility to amend the 
situation.  Rich Wolowicz is consulted any time a tree root needing to be shaved or cut is 
involved. 
 
ACTION: Kristin reach out to Jennifer Wehring to give her our view 
 
Agenda Item 7: EAB 
 

a. Ash Tree Removals – Rich will have the full list of removals and addresses in February 
b. Resident letters – still waiting for the edits/approval from Administration 
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Agenda Item 8: Business District Tree Rejuvenation 
 

a. Timetable to be determined after preconstruction meeting. If to happen in March, it 
must be after the St. Patrick’s Day parade on 3.10.18 

 
Agenda Item 9: Tree Placement 
 
Wards were assigned to each commission member to walk and report on in July. The reports 
will include damaged, diseased or dead trees and possible tree placements.  These will be our 
wards to continue to monitor as the year progresses 
Ward 1  Deb 
Ward 2  Kristin 
Ward 3  Judy 
Ward 4  Michael and Bob 
 
We will replace all Ash Trees that were removed in 2017 in the spring planting.  We will replace 
all dead trees on Elm, Park Ave and Morris Ave in the autumn planting 
 
Agenda Item 10: Arbor Day 
 
Judy will reach out to the Rotary Club to see if they would like to partner with the STC for Arbor 
Day to plant a tree in the little vacant lot by the old Post Office. We’d like to clean the whole 
area up, plant shrubs and lay mulch as well 
 
Agenda Item 11: Deep Root Barrier 
 
Rich meets with Anthony Devizio on Thursday 1.11 to discuss & will report back in February 
 
Agenda Item 12: Morristown Partnership- adopt a spot 
 
Tabled until we have a plan to review 
 
Agenda Item 13: Mulch Volcanoes 
 
Tabled  
 
Agenda Item 14: Awareness 
 

a. Article “From my tree to yours…” 
The article was approved by Jillian Barrick to go to MG.com as an awareness piece. 

VOTE: The STC voted unanimously to institute the changes we discussed.  
ACTION: Kristin will send the changes to Deb to institute and bring in for February for 
one more review and approval vote.  We will have it posted in MG.com in April in 
conjunction with Arbor Day. 
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Agenda Item 15: General Business 
 

a. Rich needs a phone 
b. STC Town Hall wall – Kristin will meet with Jillian Barrick on 1.23 and it will be decided 

then 
c. CEU – a general discussion about each members responsibility to take one CEU course a 

year 
 

ACTION: Kristin send link for upcoming webinar on the Accomplishment Report to Judy and 
Bob. 
ACTION: Kristin to send sign in info for webinar to Michael 
ACTION: Kristin bring in low income map for future TD Bank Grant possibilities 
 
 
Adjourn at 9:00pm 


