
 
Regular Meeting 

Board of Adjustment 

July 17, 2024 

 
Present:    

 

Mr. James Bednarz 

Mr. Scott Wild  

Mr. Stuart Foreman 

Ms. Nancy Helterman 

Mr. Thomas Ferrara  

Ms. Noelle Nish   

Mr. Gary Schmitt 

 

  Absent:  

Ms. Kristin Baltadonis  

Mr. Anthony Murphy   

 

 

Board Professionals  

Present:   

 

David Brady,  Board Attorney   

James Campbell, Adm Officer 

David Atkinson, Board Engineer 

Philip Abramson, Board Planner 

  

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bednarz and read the Statement 

of Adequate Notice that was provided as required by the Open Public Meetings 

Act by written notice. Said notice was given to the Daily Record, posted on the 

bulletin board in the Town Hall, and filed with the Clerk of the Town of 

Morristown on  July 10,2024, and copies of this notice were mailed to all 

persons complying with the regulations providing for the mailing of said notice 

at least 48 hours prior to this meeting. This meeting is being held electronically 

in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act as amended in 

2020 which explicitly allows a public body to conduct meetings electronically 

during the currently declared state of emergency that reasonably  prevents a 

public body from safely conducting business at a physical location with 

members of the public present such as the current COVID-19 pandemic.   

 



 

 

 

 

Adequate notice of the electronic meeting has been provided 

by advertisement of the Board's annual meetings in the official newspaper,  

posted on the Town website and posted on the door to the municipal building.  

 

 

Roll call of members taken by Mr. Campbell as listed above 

 

Minutes – From the June 19 & July 3, 2024 meetings – Motion to approve by 

Foreman, second by Helterman. All eligible members in favor  

 

Old Business – None 

 

Resolutions  -  None  

 

Public Hearings –  

 

 

a.) Carried from the July 3, 2024 meeting, appeal # 2527 of One Lafayette 

Partners LLC, owner of property situate block 3604, lot 1, known as 1 Lafayette 

Avenue, Morristown NJ, requesting Major Site Plan with C & D Variances for  

proposed self-storage facility and associated site improvements 

 

Application carried to the August 7, 2024 meeting 

 

b.) Carried from the June 19, 2024 meeting,  appeal # 2537 of David Sussman & 

Erin O’Connell, owners of property situate block 1601, lot 8, known as 48 

Washington Avenue, Morristown NJ, requesting C Variance for 2.5 feet rear 

yard setback where 10 feet is required for an accessory structure and 41% 

improved coverage where 35% is allowed in the R -Zone for a proposed paver 

patio and conversion of unfinished basement to habitable basement to create 

technical fourth story 

 

Richard Oler – attorney for applicant 

 

Summary of application for paver patio & finished basement 

 

 



 

Review of variances being requested for setbacks & total improved coverage & 

technical fourth story 

 

Witness # 1  - John Ferrante, PE 

 

Review of existing conditions 

 

Ex A 101 – Aerial Google Photo of property 

Chain link fence to be removed and replaced with new wood fence with threes 

to be removed 

Patio to be 381 sq feet and three new trees to be planted 

Existing stormwater system previously installed when house was constructed 

 

Board Questions –  

Public Questions – None  

 

Witness # 2 – David Sussman – Property Owner 

Summary of existing yard and proposed patio and currently unfinished basement 

 

Ex A 102 – front room of house 

Ex A 103 – ist fl hall & staircase 

Ex A 104 – Photo of unfinished basement 

Ex A 105 – Second pic of basement 

Ex A 106 – Colorized AIA plan 

Ex A 107 – Example of flowering tree 

 

Board Questions –  

Public Questions – None 

Public Comments – Steve Jackson – Wash Ave 

Harris Fendell – Wash Ave 

George Conrad – Georgian Ct 

 

Summary by Richard Oler, Esq 

 

Board deliberation 

 

Motion to approve by Bednarz with condition of patio being placed further back 

from property line, second by Ferrera. Five members in favor, two nay votes 

 

 



 

c.)Appeal # 2538 of Michael & Sydney Desiderio, owners of property situate 

block 6004, lot 14, known as 4 Maple Avenue, Morristown NJ, requesting C & 

D Variance relief in conjunction a proposed one story addition and finished 

habitable basement 

 

Joshua Koodray – Attorney for applicant 

 

Review of application & opening statement 

 

Witness # 1 David Kunzig, AIA 

 

Review of plans of proposed finished basement 

 

Summary of elevations & 1 story addition 

 

Board Questions – Public Questions –  

 

Application carried to the Aug 7, 2024 meeting  

 

 

Questions or comments from the public on any matters not on the agenda - none 

 

New Business  - None  

 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Foreman, second by Bednarz 


