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Morristown Environmental Commission

March 2nd, 2021 Minutes

7:30 p.m.

Meeting conducted via Zoom due to COVID Pandemic

Roll Call

PRESENT: Chairwoman Denman, Council Liaison Tawanna Cotton and Commissioners Grigas, Starnes,
Ginsberg, Oliver and Umbriac

ABSENT: None

7:37m: Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Denman

Approval of Minutes:

The February 2nd meeting minutes were unanimously approved.
Open Public Session:
No members of the public were present.

New Business:

Chairwoman Denman noted that she followed up with Town Administrator Jillian Barrick and has
promised to get us additional information within the next two weeks.

Chairwoman Denman shared that she was on South Street by Clean Juice, and both garbage cans were
identical. She stopped 9 pedestrians, asking which receptacle they would dispose of a plastic bottle, and all
didn’t know based due to lack of color coding/markings.

Commissioners Grigas and Ginsberg shared that they are in favor of painting the receptacles to differentiate
trash versus recycling. Commissioner Umbriac asked if there was a state standard, and Chairwoman
Denman shared that each municipality could choose the color they like. Commissioner Ginsberg asked if
we could purchase a stencil kit to note each receptacle type on the sidewalk. Commissioner Grigas also
expressed concern that the Department of Public Work (DPW) staff will need to ensure they put the right
receptacle in the right location. Commissioner Starnes noted that the boundary lines of Morristown
resemble a tear/water droplet and asked if there is consideration for blind pedestrians. Chairwoman
Denman shared that the seeing eye dogs are trained to recognize the recycling label on the receptacles.
Commissioner Oliver noted that this is an opportunity for branding and education throughout Morristown.

Commissioner Umbriac shared a screen shot of a possible example:



The commissioners were all in favor to move forward with identifying the number of cans in town, how
many are mismatched and how much paint we'll need to put together an estimated cost. All commissioners
were in favor of the blue color above and all were in favor of including the universal recycling symbol as
noted in the picture above.

Chairwoman Denman would like to check with DPW if there is a listing of receptacle locations, by street.
Commissioner Ginsberg agreed to check with DPW to see if a listing exists.

Chairwoman Denman next discussed the Sustainable NJ Certification, which historically was coordinated
by the Office of Sustainability and then Sustainable Morristown (SUSMO). Morristown Town Administrator
Jillian Barrick has been sensitive to how much time this certification takes her staff to research and fill out
paperwork. Chairwoman Denman, John Hodges from SUSMO and Town Administrator Jillian Barrick met,
and Town Administrator Jillian Barrick would like to pursue the certification, but SUSMO must spearhead
it together with MEC’s support. Commissioners Oliver, Starnes and Umbriac agreed to help lead this on
behalf of the MEC. Chairwoman Denman noted that the first submission is due June 30t and the final
submission is due October 30th,

Commissioner Umbriac shared that, in his opinion, trash minimization should be the MEC'’s top priority. As
the snow begins to melt, the amount of garbage and dog poop on public and private properties.
Chairwoman Denman would like to get Samantha, the town’s animal control officer, involved, and perhaps
there is opportunities to increase the town'’s ‘poop bag’ stations.

Commissioner Oliver provided an update from the Shade Tree Commission (STC). The STC is preparing for
park cleanups in the spring as well as invasive plant removal.

Chairwoman Denman asked if the Commission would support a summer trash clean up, perhaps in
partnership with STC and the Mayor. Commissioner Umbriac expressed his support and thinks a
partnership would be a great way to further improve our relationship and cast the widest net with
communication.

0ld Business:

There was no old business.
Meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Nathan Umbriac



