
 

Morristown Environmental Commission  
August 4, 2020 Minutes 
7:30 p.m.  
Meeting conducted via Zoom due to COVID Pandemic 
 
Roll Call PRESENT:  Chairwoman Denman and Commissioners Starnes, Grigas, Ginsberg, 
Oliver and Umbriac  
 
7:41pm: Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Denman 

Aaron (AJ) Oliver was introduced and welcomed as the newest MEC Commissioner. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 
Minutes from the March 3, 2020 meeting were tabled due the lack of a quorum at the 
beginning of the meeting as many commissioners joined late. The minutes will be submitted 
for approval at the September meeting. 
 
New Business:  
 
Chairwoman Denman noted that hydroraking will soon begin at Footes Pond and asked if 
the Commissioners would be interested in an upcoming field trip to view progress.   All 
Commissioners expressed interest, and Chairwoman Denman will send the Commissioners 
different dates/times to meet at Footes Pond.  
 
Chairwoman Denman updated the Commissioners on the 3 heritage white ash trees at 
Burnham Park in Morristown.  The Burnham Park ash trees are amongst only 15ash trees 
listed on the official NJ Big Tree registry (out of 24 million ash trees n the State). A heritage 
tree designation came after the trees were evaluated by NJDEP’s Big Tree Conservation 
program and are the 2nd, 5th and 6th largest trees in the State – one of which dates back to the 
Revolutionary War identified as 248 years old with the  two  172 and 135 years old. The 
Shade Tree Commission and Mayor  agreed to meet with the Burnham Park Association and 
hear the concerns and delayed the removal of the trees – the mayor’s office requesting the 
State DEP provide a detailed evaluation on the health of each of the 3 heritage trees, as the 
Burnham Park Association contends there is no indication of the ash borer and asses 
whether there is any disease or structural damage that would necessitate their removal. 
 
Chairwoman Denman asked all Commissioners to bring potential projects to the September 
meeting. 



 
Old Business: 
 
Single-Use Plastic Bag Ban – Tabled due to COVID pandemic  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:02pm.  
   
Respectfully submitted, 
Nathan Umbriac 
 

 


