
 

Morristown Environmental Commission  
December 8, 2020 Minutes 
7:30 p.m.  
Meeting conducted via Zoom due to COVID Pandemic 
 
Roll Call 
PRESENT:  Chairwoman Denman and Commissioners Grigas, Ginsberg, Oliver and Umbriac  
ABSENT:  Chairman Starnes and Council Liaison Tawanna Cotten 
 
7:45pm: Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Denman 

Approval of Minutes:  
 
Minutes from the October 6, 2020 meeting were not provided in advance of the meeting due to 
Chairwoman Denman’s family emergency.  
 
Open Public Session: 
 
No members of the public present 
 
New Business:  
 
In 2022, the Morristown Rotary will be celebrating their 100th anniversary and would like to donate a 
pergola/gazebo at Footes Pond, Lidgerwood or in front of the old town hall (Jockey Hollow Kitchen). The 
master plan is currently being developed for Burnham Park, and residents have requested hosting concerts 
there. Chairwoman Denman responded to the Rotary that Footes Pond is not large enough and doesn’t 
have the right spacing to host a concert.  A subcommittee is spearheading this, and Chairwoman Denman 
asked them to possibly consider the Morristown Housing Authority, as there currently are not any 
outdoor/covered facilities, or the parklet next to the Grand Café. Pioneer Plaza (across from Century 21 off 
the Green) was also considered but ruled out to due to the location above the parking garage. 
Commissioner Grigas noted a concern about parking, and that the chosen location must have ample parking 
and not interfere with traffic/local businesses. 
 
Commissioner Oliver will provide an update on the direction that Morristown Rotary decides at the January 
2021 meeting. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Commissioner Umbriac presented some waste minimization and mitigation strategies, focusing on 
community involvement and education. Local groups, such as the boy scouts and girl scouts, as well as 
civic/youth groups at local houses of worship and high school juniors and seniors can obtain volunteer 
hours and work with the MEC on town wide cleanups. Additionally, he presented some information about 
the Big Belly trash receptables and questioned possible grant opportunities to help offset the cost. DPW 
staff would need to be trained about the Big Belly receptables as they are self-compacting and only need to 



be emptied when they signal the need. Another suggestion presented was adopting a highway and off 
ramp/on ramp adoption. Commissioner Umbriac called NJ Clean Communities and was asked to submit an 
application in early 2021 and highlight the off ramp/on ramps in Morristown. Generally, adoption/clean 
up along 287 isn’t approved due to traffic congestion and safety. Another suggestion by Commissioner 
Umbriac was to increase the number of bottle filling stations around town and at schools. This will help 
eliminate plastic bottle usage and hopefully push people to using/filling reusable water bottles. Finally, 
Commissioner Umbriac suggested that the MEC approach the Town Council about supporting/adopting a 
local ordinance to reduce plastic bag use prior to the statewide ban in May 2022. Additional educational 
opportunities exist with such platforms at NextDoor and Freecycle, where items can be shared town wide 
and reused. Chairwoman Denman noted that Lavallette, NJ hosts an annual free garage sale for people to 
donate their gently used household items. Chairwoman Denman noted that she put in a call into Michael 
Murphy’s office to ask if NJ Department of Corrections could help with trash pickup.  
 
Chairwoman Denman announced that the MEC budget was reduced to $1000 in 2020, and there will likely 
be additional challenges in 2021. 
 
Commissioner Ginsberg asked who the most appropriate person in town is to find out how much current 
town garbage cans cost and how much costs to maintain/empty them. Chairwoman Denman noted that, to 
her recollection, the current trash cans were purchased in 2004. She advised Commissioner Ginsberg to 
contact Town Administrator Jillian Barrick to collect additional information. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.  
   
Respectfully submitted, 
Nathan Umbriac 


