
 

Morristown Environmental Commission  
Morristown Town Hall  
200 South Street, Room 200 
Morristown, N.J. 07960 
7 January 2020 Minutes 
7:30 p.m.  
Conf. Room 201 
 
Roll Call PRESENT:  Commissioners Denman, Starnes, Grigas, Pylypchuk, Ginsberg  
EXCUSED:  Commissioner Umbriac 
ABSENT:  Council Liaison Cotton 
7:34pm: Meeting called to order by Chair Denman 

Approval of Minutes:  
• Minutes of October 1, 2019 meeting were resubmitted for approval with corrections.  

Motion made and properly seconded to approve the minutes of the regular MEC meeting. 
• Minutes of December 3, 2019 were approved unanimously.  

 
New Business: Office of the Mayor & Business Administrator 
 
Introduction of new MEC Commissioner – Commissioner Oliver Starnes received a warm welcome 
from the entire commission 

Patriots Path by Rails-to-Trails Grant – Chair Denman was glad to report a successful connection 
made between Denise Chaplick, Director of Park Planning & Development at the Morris County Park 

Commission with Greg Diaz and Jeff Nadell at NJ TRANSIT to address the outstanding question on 
licensure for the easement along Patriots Path.    
   
Foote’s Pond 

The Town of Morristown has obtained a $350,000 loan for hydro raking of Foote’s Pond. A revised 
RFP will go out in the Spring by the town’s Engineering Department reflecting the specifications 
details received from the previous bidders as well as Masur.  
 
Sub-Committee report on Single Use plastic bag recycling 
Chair Denman introduced guest speaker Elizabeth “Liz” Ritter from ANJEC 
 
Liz Ritter provided an extensive and thorough overview of a forum aimed to inspire action through 

policy and stewardship to reduce single-use plastic consumption and pollution in Morristown and 

the entire state of NJ.  

1. A model ordinance was developed by ANJEC regarding the discontinuance of plastic bags 
which has been used by various communities.  It involves education, enforcement, and talking 



to business for a smooth introduction. There is no need for communities to reinvent the wheel 
but to use an already useful ordinance. 

 
 

She suggested the MEC review other town’s ordinances other throughout the state to draft our 

proposal for the Town administration 

Ms. Ritter did not thing the legislation would be passed and as it turns out she was correct.  
 
**  It turns out Liz Ritter was correct.  Bill 2776 was passed however the companion bill (A4330) 
was tabled and will not be reviewed until the Senate’s in session She discussed New Jersey’s 
initiative to reduce plastic bags supported by ANJEC. The State is working on legislation to be 
introduced regarding the discontinuance of plastic bags at stores. 
 
Single-Use Survey – Jillian Barrick will work with the Morristown Partnership on proceeding with 
regulation once the MEC has made their recommendation.  At that time the Survey provided by 
Taskforce to be distributed town-wide with 6 questions related to single use bag activities and 
practices.  The Commission voted to change the wording on question #4, #5, and #6 to” Would you 
support” etc. instead of “ Do You Support”. Passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM with the Chairwoman asking Commissioners to come up with 
some suggestions in January as goals in the new year. 
        
 Respectfully submitted   - 
 Priscilla L. Grigas 
 
 

 
 


