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Morristown Environmental Commission

October 6, 2020 Minutes

7:30 p.m.

Meeting conducted via Zoom due to COVID Pandemic

Roll Call
PRESENT: Chairwoman Denman and Commissioners Starnes, Grigas, Ginsberg, Oliver and Umbriac
ABSENT: Council Liaison Tawanna Cotten

7:45pm: Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Denman
Approval of Minutes:

Minutes from the March 3, 2020 meeting and the minutes from the August 4, 2020 meeting were approved
unanimously.

Open Public Session:

Morristown resident Orville McNally refused to provide his address, noting safety concerns. Chairwoman
Denman placed Mr. McNally on mute and attempted to call the Morristown attorney, but was unable to
connect.

Mr. McNally asked about current openings on the MEC. Chairwoman Denman noted that as Commissioners,
we serve the mayor, and all applications must be made through the mayor’s office. There is a non-voting
vacancy, and applications can be found on the town'’s website.

The town attorney, Vij Pawar, returned Chairwoman Denman’s call, and the town’s policy is for members
of the public to disclose their address in order to speak publicly.

New Business:
Foote’s Update

Hydroraking was supposed to start on October 1, but equipment was delayed. An upcoming site visit will
be planned for Commissioners interested. Chairwoman Denman requested a presentation by the Director
of Morristown’s Engineering Department to provide an overview of the hydroraking process and timeline.
Organic matter will be removed from the pond and delivered to a dedicated area at the town dump.

Chairwoman Denman noted that, because of the ongoing COVID pandemic, the MEC budget has been cut to
$1250. Chairwoman Denman asked Town Administrator Jillian Barrick; however, if the MEC can proceed
with a newsletter. Included in the newsletter will be FAQs and bullet points educating the public.
Chairwoman Denman also asked the Commission about potentially purchasing and installing a hidden
camera with a live feed to see the happenings at Footes Pond. This is also an opportunity for the MEC to
partner with the Shade Tree Commission, and potentially secure environmental grants moving forward.



Commissioner Oliver, who currently is a member of the Shade Tree Commission, will partner with
Commissioner Ginsberg on this endeavor. Chairwoman Denman will coordinate with Kristin Ace,
Chairwoman of the Shade Tree Commission.

Burnham Park Update

On October 7 at 4:30PM there will be a public on-site information session at the Burnham Park Pavilion on
the Burnham Park Master Plan. Commissioners and residents are invited for the presentation followed by
a Q&A session.

Old Business:
Single-Use Plastic Bag Ban

Chairwoman Denman would like the Town Council’s support and possibly approve and adopt a local
plastic bag ban ordinance.

2020/2021 MEC Initiatives

Commissioner Umbriac would like to increase town wide garbage pickup and clean ups, including the on
and off ramps to and from town. This could be accompanied by increasing enforcement and writing
tickets/fines. The MEC could also partner with local organizations, such as the girl scouts and boy scouts,
and organize volunteer events. Commissioner Umbriac agreed to put together a schematic for the
November meeting so we can ask for volunteers to research different topics and take action.

Commissioner Starnes asked if the MEC could purchase signage for the on ramps and off ramps to and from
town, reminding people not to litter.

Commissioner Prigas asked if the MEC could purchase picnic tables to place around Footes Pond.

Commissioner Oliver asked about the MEC’s presence on the internet/social media, and Chairwoman
Denman noted that the town did not approve a prior request to create a website or create a Facebook or
Instagram page. He also asked about any upcoming virtual trainings/certifications that Commissioners

could attend.

Commissioner Ginsberg asked if restaurants could place a garbage can when they extend their seating into
the sidewalks. He will draft a proposal to possibly add to the current ordinance.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Nathan Umbriac



