
Foote’s Pond Ribbon Cutting slated 
for Saturday, May 8, at 11am

The Town of Morristown announced the date for Foote’s 
Pond’s ribbon cutting. The ceremony is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 8, 2021 at 11am.

The historic park, located on James Street, underwent re-
development and hydro-raking over the past year. First 
approved back in September 2019 by the Town Council, 
the project transformed the 24-acre park to include path-
ways, plants, bridges, benches, bike racks and birdhouses. 
Construction officially began in October last year.

The project was especially crucial as Foote’s Pond is home to local wild-
life, including turtles, frogs, and native bird species. Additionally, dog-
woods and cherry trees line the trails and pathways, as well as native 
wildflowers such as daisies and purple cone flowers.

“We can all finally come together and enjoy the Small Pond with 
a Big Heart, and the Friends of Foote’s Pond Wood so well put it,” 
said Mayor Dougherty. “Foote’s Pond is a staple of Morristown and 
integral to our history, dating back as far as 1868. We’re so excit-
ed to enjoy and celebrate this important part of Morristown once 
again.”

Hydro-raking is an NJDEP-approved alternative to dredging, used to re-
store water surface area and water depth in a pond or lake.  A mechanical 
hydro-rake, similar to a backhoe and mounted on a small barge or pon-
toon, is deployed into the pond.  It rakes out and removes only vegetative 
matter, both live and decomposed, down to the original lake bottom.  The hydro-raked material is deposited into a 
container on the shoreline to allow excess water to drain off back into the pond, then loaded into sealed containers 
and trucked away.

T.R. Weniger, Inc. was awarded the contract for hydro raking Foote’s Pond last 
September, just prior to construction beginning. The project has yielded a sub-
stantial improvement to the ecology of Foote’s Pond.

For more information on Foote’s Pond, please visit the Friends of Foote’s 
Pond Wood website at FoFPW.org, on Facebook, @FoFPW, or visit the Town 
of Morristown’s website at TownofMorristown.org or on Facebook and 
Instagram, @TownofMorristown.


